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KFLLUMINATION 
; TO | 
Open the Eyes of the Papiſts (fo called) and: 


of All other SeFv ; and to give them to lee 


THruar 


hilt they won!d have Liberty of Conſcience Themſelves, and | 
| jet deny the ſame Liberty to Others which Themſelves would have, 
| They are not for but again® LIBERTY of CONSCIENCE. 


IN 


The Purſuance of which, theſe Queſtions are Laid down 
and Reſolved, 
What Conſcience is ? 
What Religion ? 
V; What the Exerciſe of Religion in the Conſcience ? 

IZ, < What the Liberty of Conſcience in the exerciſe of Religion? 
Wherefore Conſcience cannot be compelled im the Exerciſe 
of Religion ? 

TOGETHER 
[ſth Certa3e Corollaries flowing from thence fit for the Information 


| of All ſuch as are yer Igaorant what Conſcience is, or the Liberty thereof. 
= ; 


F 


By GeorGet Bisnoee. 
If they promiſe #o themſelves Liberty, They themſelves are the ſervants of Corruption; 
Firof whorn @ man is Over come.of the ſame is he brought into Bondage. 2 Pet. 2-19. 
Wi thy Faith 2 have it to thy ſelf before God; Happy is he that condemneth not him- 
| [#f in the thing t hat be alloweth Rom. 14. 22, . 
determined to know nothing amongſt ye,but Teſws Chriſt,0s him Crucified. 1 Cor.2.2 
1]e Brethren became followers of the Churches of God, which in Fudea are in 
Feſus ; For, ye alſo have ſuffered libe things of your own Countrymen z even 4s 
bave of the Fewes Whe both killed the Lord Jeſus, and their own Prophets ; and 
eve perſecuted us, and they pleaſe not God, and are contrary unto all men. Forbid- 


Mg us to ſpeak, unto the Gentiles, that they may be ſaved, ts fill up their ſin -alway. 


Fir, the wrath 3s come upon them to the uttermoſt. 1 The. 2. 14, 15, 16. 
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An ILLUMINATION, &c. 


Sg HE thing 1 mind in thy (mall Treatiſe, is, tc 
Convince-the World of a Great Miſtake in 
RA Matters of Religion relating unto Conſcience, 
and the Liberty thereof in the Worſhip of 
God4; Whieh whilſt ſovze would have ; viz. 
Liberty for themſelves; and yet Deay ; viz. 
the ſame Liberty ts Others which themſelves 
would have ; they are not for, but egain/t 
Liberty of Conſcience. | 

To Manifeſt thzx, and to let the World ſee how greſly they are 

nilaken who thzs ſhuffle in Point of Conſcience : 1 ſhall ſhew. 
Firſt, What Conſcience is ? 
2ly, VV hat Religion ? 
z3ly. What the Exerciſe of Religion in the Conſcience ? 
aly. What the Liberty of Conſcience # in the Exerciſe of Religion? 
5ly. VVherefore Conſcience caunst be compelled in the exerciſe 
if Religion, 

Firſt, VVhat Conſcience is ? 

Anſw. Conſcience is no other, in the Etymology of the word, or 
tbe Interpretation of it, then Con = ſcire - (i. e.) To know with,or to- 
are -- And in the ſenſe, or underſtanding thereof, Or, the thing 
Mmhed in, or by the word, Then ſomething in Man of an Im+ 
mrt.! Nature, which anſwereth to the witneſſe of God, in which it 
freaks, erther Accnſing or Exeuſing — 

It is called Conſcience Becauſe (as T bave ſaid) i knoweth 
wh or together with that which witneſſeth in zt, unto which it an- 
Wereth as the ///ax to the Seal; And therefore it is called a Bok, 
 [voks in reference unto the drverſity of Men in whom it # --= An4 

Fooks were Opened, and another book was opened,which is the Book, 
if Life, and the dead were judged ont of theſe things which were 

; | / Written 


written in the Books according to their works , ſaith Fohbx, Rep, 2g, 
22. ---And Tbehe:d till the Thrones were caſt down ; and the ancient 
of daies did fit ; whoſe Garment was white as ſnow, and the haiy 


his head like pure wooll; bis Throne was like a fiery Flame ; and his 


wheels as burnmg fire ; A fiery ſtream iſſued, and went out from be- 
fore him ; Thouſands, Thouſands minijtred unto him ; Ten Thouſand 
times ten Thouſand ſtood before him ; the Fudgement was ſet, and 
the books were opened, laith Daniel, Chapt, 7. v. 9. te —— Andfo 
it may be called Gods Record, Or, ſomething on Gods part in May, 
which ſhall witneſſe for God 3 or Anſwer, or ſpeak together with, or 
$0 the witneſſe of God which ſpeaks or witneſſes for God in it,that bis 

udgements are ju/t ; and which (hall leave Ai men without excuſe 
in the day which he hath appointed 2 the which he will judge the 
world in righteouſneſſe by the man whom he hath ordained, whereqf be 
hath given aſſurance unto All men in that he bath raiſed him from 
the dead. AQts 17. 31. 

It is ſaid -» Immortal -- or ſometbing 19 man of an Immortal 
Nature —— Becauſe, it remains for ever eicher witneſſing for or 
againſt ; and is the exerciſe of a man, either in Everlaſting Joy,or 
everlafting fuffrings. Hence 7t is called a Teſtimony ; Therefore our 
rejoycing # this (laid Paul) the teſtimony of our conſcience ; that in 
ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdome but by the grace 
of God, we have had our converſation in the world, and more abun- 
dently to you wards, 2 Cor. 2. 13, And their Conſcience alſs (ſpeak- 
:ng of the Gentiles which had. not the Law, yet, did by Neturethe 
things contained 1n the Law ; and ſo having not the Law, werea 
Lew unto themſelves, ſhewing the work of the /aw written in their 
hearts, end cundemning the Few which made hi boaſt of the ly, 
and yet through breaking the /aw diſhonoured God) bearing wit- 
eſſe, and their thoughts the mean while accuſing, or elſe excuſmg 
one another in the day when God ſhall judge the ſecrets of man by Je- 
ſus Chriſt according to ty Goſpel, ſaith he Rom. 2. 14, 15, 16. | And 
the Reaſon or the Demenſtration of it is plain ; becaule It being in 
man, and privy to all man doth, and the Record «>< it all. It re- 
mains a witneſſe of it all to and with the witneſſe of God which wit- 
nefſes in it ; and according to the ſtate of every man either 1N eter- 
aall Woe, or Life everlaſting ; ſo it witneſſeth in him tothe witneſſe 
of Cod for ever, and ever. |  FeRNe 

It is ſaid-- which anſwereth to the witneſi of God-- To diſtinguiſh 
it from the witneſſe of God ; For, the witneſſe of God 18 one _ 


t 
{ 
| 


| 5 

the witneſſe of the Conſcience another ; yet both of the ſame Nature 
thar the witnefſe of God, this a witneſſe for God : And ſo in the 
mouth of two or three witneſſes every word ſhall be eſtabliſhed, Matth, 
18. 16. faith the Amen, the faithful and true witneſſe, Rev, 3: 14- 
The Light of the world; the true Light that /ighteth every man 
that cometh into the world, Fobn $. 12, 1,9. which ſhineth in the 
Conſcience, unto which Conſcience witnefſeth. Now there be whoſe 
very conſcience is defiled, that is, by reaſon of ev;/ works, Tit. 1. 1 5. 
And whoſe Conſcience is ſeared with a hot Iron, 1 Tim. 4 2. And 
nhoare paſt Jee/zng, and given over to a reprobate mind to commir 
Iniquity with greedineſfe, Row. 1. 28. Epheſ. 4. 19; Who feel 
not bim who witneſſeth, ſo they feel not CHRIST FESUS. 
For, know ye not your own ſelves, how that Feſus Chriſt is in you 
except ye be Reprobates? 2 Cor, 13. 5- And there be whoſe 
Comſciences are purged from dead works, to (erve the Living God, 
Heb. 9. 14 And whoſe beart is ſprinkled by the blood of Chri/t 
from an evi! Conſcience, Heb. 10. 22. And who have the 4»- 
ſwer of a good Conſcience towards God through the Reſurreftion 
of JESUS CHRIST, 2Per. 3. 22. And who have a good 
Conſcience in Al! things, Heb: 13. 8. And who bold Faith, and 
2 good Conſcience, 1 Tim. x. 19, And the Myſtery of Faith in a 
ze Conſcience, 1 Tm. 3. 9. And who ſerve God with a pure 
Conſcience, 2 Tim. 1.3. And who exerciſe themſelves to have al- 

ves a Conſcience void of Offence rowards God, and towards 
Man, Aﬀts 24. 16. Now as to theſe, the ſpirit it ſelf beareth wit- 

nefſe with Our ſpirits that we are the Children of God, Rom. 8. 16. 

At to the Other 3 they are accuſed in themſelves and condemned, as 

tis faid of the Heretick, Tit. 3. 11. Now, if our hearts con- 

demn #5, God is greater then our hearts, and kuoweth «ll things. 

If vr heart condemn 5 not, then have we peace with God, 1 John 

4.20, 21- Our Conſcience alſo, bearing « witneſſe in the Holy 

gboff, Rom. 9. 1. 

It is ſaid -- F# which it ſpeaketh -- Becauſe Conſcience is the ſeat 
of him who witzeſſeth ; who is Lord of Heaven, and Earth, whoſe 
Record it ts of all be doth, who is the Son of God; or ſpeaks in 
Conſcience : Heteſtifies of the Father in the Conſcience, and Conſci- 
ence teſtifies of hj11. The Sox can do nothing of £11ſe/f, bur what 
he ſeesthe Father doe- For, what things ſoever hc doth, theſe alfo 
doth the $82: likewiſe. For, the Father loveth the Son,and ſheweth 


lim al! things that himſelf doth, and he will ſhew him Shvce 
" WOTIKS 
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IO 
works then theſe that Je may Marvel. For, as the Father raiſct, 
up the dead, and quickeneth themy'even ſo the Sor quickneth whom 
he will. For, the Father judgeth #o Man, but hath committed 4! 
judgement to the Sox, that a!/ Men ſhould Henour the Sox even y 
they Honour the Father that hath ſent bir, Verily, Verily, [ fy, 
unto you, He that heareth my Word, and believeth on him tha 
ſent me, hath Everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into Condemnz. 
tion, but is paſſed from death to life, Verily, Verily, I ſay wnt 
you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead {hall hear the 
Voice of the Sox of God, and they that hear ſhall live. For, as the 
Father hath life in himſelf, ſo he hath given to the Sox to have life 
in bimſelf ; and kath given hi» Authority to execute judgement 
alſo, becauſe he is the ſon of man. If any Man hear my words, and 
believe not, I judge him #ot ; For, I came not to judge the world, 
but to ſave the world, He that reje&eth me, and receiveth not ny 
Words, hath One that judgeth him; | the word that 7 have ſpoken, 
the ſame ſhall judge him in the laſt Day, | Fobs 5. 19. to the 1, 
Fohn 12. 47, 48- 

It is ſaid -- In Men -- To keep wans Mind from Roving up and 
down, from wandring abroad to this and to that ; For, itis 
ſomething in man, which will be hi Everlaſting Comfort, or Woe; 
his Condemnation, or Salvation, There is the worm that will ue- 
ver die, and the Fire that goes #ot out. Mark 9.44, 46, 48. And 
the peace of God, which paſſeth underſtanding, and the Foy inthe 
Holy ghoſt. Phil. 4. 7. 1 Thel, 1, 6. 

And, zt is ſaid, —— either Accufing, or Excuſfing -- In as much as 
according to the Operation of either ; viz. The ſpirit of Truth, or 
the ſp:rit of Error, it doth the Oxe, or the Other. 

Thus much concerning Conſcience What it is, Now concerning 
Religion ; which is the ſecond Queſtion ; Viz. 

VVhat # Religion ? 

Anſw. Relig:on is nothing elſe, Then the perſwaſion of the mindti 
worſhip God, according to what it is perſwaded to be the mind of G04 
in, or by which he will be worſhipped. 

Now God is a Spirit ; and he that worſhips 6im muſt worſhip bm 
in ſpirit, and in truth; for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him, 
Fobn 4. 23, 24, And pure Religion and undefiled before God, 
ard the Father isto vilit the fatherleſſe and the widdow in their di- 
ſtrefſe, and co keep himſelf unſpotred of the world, Fem, 1. 17. And 


that which inclincth the heart any way to Ged is the ſpirit. "_ 
a 
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" lies - 
God is, fo muſt that be by which he will be worſhipped 
not Acceptable in bi fight ; Who is a conſuming fire,and will be had 


in Reverence by all that are about him, Heb. 12. 29. Pſal. $9. 7. 
For, he is not a God that hath pleaſure in wickedneſſe, neither ſhall 
ildwell with hmm, Pſal. 5-4. Andtheſacrjfice of the wicked is an 
kbomination in his ſight , but the prayer of the upright is his De- 
light, Prov. 15-8, And he that cometh unto God muſt believe that 
be is, and that he is a Rewarder of them that diligently feck him, 
feb. 11. 6. And Faith is the Gift of God, Ephel; 2. $. 

Which isan Anſwer to the Third Queſtion ; Viz. 

VVhat is the Exerciſe of Religion in the Conſcience ? 

Anſw. It is an awful Regard, or boly Reverence of God in all 
that draw neer biz ; *—— ſerve the Lord with fear, rejoyce with 
tremblang, Plal. 2-11» 

Aad che Liberty of conſcience in the Exerciſe of Religion (in An- 
ſer to the Forrth Queſtion ; Viz. what i the Liberty of conſcience 
in the exerciſe of Religion?) is not to be ampoſed upon at all in.wgte 
ters of Religion. | 

Becauſe ( which is alſo an A#ſwer to the Fifthand Laſt Queftion, 
Vn. wherefore Conſcience cannot be compelled in the exerciſe of Re- 
lynn ? ) 1 fay, becauſe Al! Aﬀts of Humane Force and Violence 
nmatters of Religion, are of another Nature, then that of Conſci- 
mes which is ſpiritual, and concerns the mind, but that of force 
the &oy only, and is.carnad. 

So then ; Conſcience being of an Immortal Nature, anſwering to 
the witneſſe of God whole ſeat it is 3 and Rel:gior being the perſwa- 
fmof the 1114d to worthip God according to what it 1s perſwaded 
tobe the mind of God, in and by which he will be worſhipped 3 and 
the exerciſe of Religion in the conſcience, being an awful Regard,or 
bly Reverence of God in all that draw neer unto bz»: ; and the Li- 
erty of conſcience in the exerciſe of Religion, in whatſoever ut 1s 
jerſlwaded to be the wind of God, in which he will be worſhipped, 
nd notto be-j1poſed upon, at ell in- matters of Kel:gion;z and the 
pond or reaſon of that, becauſe 4 Impoſlition (as of Men) or Acis 
of Hymane Force and Violence proceeds from another Nature 
= that of conſcience, which is ſpiritua!, the other earttſy; It 

ws | 

Fiſt, That #098n can compel conſcience, Or conſcience cannot be 
i al compelied in matters of Religion. 


Pertwaded, indeed, zt may be, compelled itcannot. T herfore 
Paul 


: Oc, it is 
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(8). 1 
Paul and Barnabas perſwaded them to continue in the grace of God, 
Afis 13. 43- and Par! reaſoned in the Synagogues every Sabbath 
day,and perſwaded the Zews and the Greeks, Acts 18. 4. and knoy. 
ing the terror of the Lord we perſwade Men, faith he, 2 C or.5, 1, 
And again,Let every Man be fully rerſwaded in bis own mind, Roy, 
14.5. and Par! was perſwaded by the Lord Fefws, Rom. 14. j 4 
and Abraham Raggered not at the Promile of God through Unbe. 
lief, being fully perſwaded that what he had:promiſed be wag able 
alſo to perform, Rom. 4-21. and theſe 4! dyed in Faith,nor having 
received the Promiſes, but having ſeen them afar off, and were per- 
ſwaded of them, Heb.. 11. 15, and thy peopla ſhall be willing inthe 
day of thy power, Pſal. 110. 3. and whoſoever is of a willing heart 
let him offer Exod. 35. 5. and, if ye be willmrg and obedient je (hall 
eat the good of the Land, Iſa. 1,19. And, if there be firſt a willing 
mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, not according 
to that he hach not, 2 Cor. 8. 12, For God loveth a chearful giver, 
»Cvr. 9.7. And God ſhall enlarge Zaphet, and he ſhall dyel! 
in the Tents of Sem , and Canaan ſhall be bis Servant , Genel. 


9. 27+ : 
And the Keaſoxs of this, are. 

Firſt, Becauſe (as I have laid) compulſion, impoſition (as to men) 
is againſt the nature of conſcience : Conſcience 18 a perſwaſwe thing, 
not a campulſive, or that is to be compelled. Hence it is ſaid — 
Docenda, non Coercenda Religio, (:. e..) Religion is to be taught, 
infiruted, diſtilled, not to be compelled ; becauſe it cannot: lt is 
not the Natzre of that on which Religion hath its influence ; or, in 
which zt works, or hath zts exercife,to be compel/'d. 

Now, this is a frange thing amongſt Men, and Abſard,to apply a 
Thing for the inftru&ion of a Creature, which is contrary to the 
#ature of that Creature. As to teach a Horſe by books, and 2 
Lamb by ſtripes ; ſuch a thing a man may attempt, and render bin- 
ſelf ridiculous by fo doing, but doe it he cannot. Water may be 
put to kindle Fire,and Fire to cool Water ; the Air may be ſought 
to be made to couch, or lie under; and the Earth to move on top; 
the Fiſhes to live on the Earth, and the Creatures of the Earth to 
live in the Sea; the Day to be Night,and the Night Day ; the Sum- 
mer too be V inter, and the Winter Summer ; but all in Yain; It 
cannot beztheir Natures are contrary. Now, he that underſtands 
not the #ature of things, knows not how to apply : And be will be 
accounted a pitiful Phylician indeed, that applies, not n_—_— 

c 


the natnre of the thing, And he that applies contrary to the nature 
ofthe thing, fhews that he doth not underſiand it; For, if be did, 
be would not apply that to ſave, which will deſtroy. So then, Con- 
rieuce being of a perſwaſve nature, not a compulſive, by ferce and 
molence to (eek to inftrult conſcience, is Heterogeneal, or contrary to 
ature. | 
Secondly, It cannot be compel d, becauſe it cannot be reach't, 
that is, by force and violence : Tt is too (hort ; 8 cannot come at 
theſpirit of a man, becaulſe-ir is not ſpirit. A dead Principle ( if I 
may ſoſay_) cannot reach a living thing. Force and Arms, Priſons 
and Penalties, Baniſhment and Death, are dead things ; that is to 
fay, that, or the Inſtruments by which theſe things are ctk:Qed, 
For Example; a Sword would not kill a Man, were it not applied, 
or did not a man 1uth upora it; nora Halter hang; nor a Priſon- 
Houſe keep in, were there #oxe to execute, or to keepin, or did 
not ſome execute, ſome keepin - Nor, indecd, is vhere will in them ; 
for, they are things that have xs ſenſe, that have 70 motion, 23 by, or 
of themſelves: they bave not a capacity of iniiryGion z therefore 


- they cannot teach; they are not things wherewithall to inftruft the 


mind in the worſhip of God; or as to it, which is a /iving thing 3 
not fleſh and blood, though it be in feſs and blood, and atts it, and 
is(viz. the ſprrit that 1s 1N 19x) the ground of ſexſe and feeling ; or 
that which makes max ſenfibl: or to feel. 

Now to make ule of things that are without ſenſe or ſeeliag, Res 
Inanimatz (1. E.) things without ſol or life, to initruft that which 
gives it, and is the principle thereof 3 by compulſion or force, toſeek 
to conſtrain that, or to think todoe it, which gives vertwe to force, 
and makes up that which 1s cail'd compulſion, or 1s the ſoul or life 
ttereof ; or that without which it would not be, is to put the Cart 
before the Horſe, and to ad as madly in the execution, as Heteroge= 
neally in the thing, that is toliy, 4 wrong, doGrine and concluſicn, 
mature and thing. For, this 4/! men will grant, That unlefle the 
Remedy be ſilitable to the diſeaſe, and the concluſion anſwerable to 
the premiſes ; its 1N vain to apply, its in vazx to draw it. Force 1n- 
deed may repel force, or force is repel'd, or driven back by force, as 
the ſaying is, V# vi repebityr. Lut by force or arms to Coink r0 
repel that which gives the ſpirit to force; by a natural Principle to 
mitrud a (piritua! ; by force tothink to ſe;die the ſpirit to wiat 
man will as to the worſkip of Ged, to intra as toGod, and low 
be ſhall be worthippe.l, is all one as by the Foy, and witt.our the 

B Soul 


TL 

Sozl to think to ſubdue the ſort, which gives it moving, 

Thirdly, compulſion can reach no further then to'that whick is of 
the ſame Nature with it. A thing cannot be extended beyond: it; 
Principle. To a #atural thing that which is netural may reach; 
Man may reach man ; tothe body, he may kz! that,bur then he hath 
[no more | that he can doe; that is to ſay, He can do #9 more, be 
can go mo further, He may kz! that which 1s like to him, which is 
of the ſame nature with him ; the Soul he cannot reach, So ſaith 
the Sor of God ; Tſay unto you, my Friends, be ot afraid of them 
that can ki! the body, and after that have no more that they can dye; 
but I will forewarn ys whom ye ſhall fear ; Fear bim which after be 
hath killed, hath power to caſt ints Hell ; yea, I ſay unto you,fear bim, 
Luke 12. 4,5. For, if man could reach the ſoul living, that is, 
whilſt it is in the body, be could go further, he had | more | that he 
could doe, he could reach it when a man was dead, that 1s, when 
the ſoul is out of the body ; -He had [ more] that he could doe ; but 
he hath [no more] that he can doe, when he hath killed the body; 
ther's the utmo/?, the ſoul he cannot reach ; therefore be is not tobe 
teared, Hi compuliion can go #0 further then that of which bes 
then that of which it is, then that which is of #ts own nature ; that 
15 (the it. Man may compel man, that is the body, the thing like 
'nodclt, the thing of himſelf: but the pirit which is in man the ſoul 
of man, none can reach but he that gave it, The Dui returns tothe 
Karth as it ws, and the ſpirit to God that gve it, Ecclel. 12.7. Dui 
may touch duſt, and that which is xatural,. and mult periſh, that 
which is of the ſame nacure with it. But the ſou! of may which 1s 
Immortal, the ſpirit which came trom (304 the Fatber of ſpirits, 
Heb. 12. 9, the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, Numb. 16. 22. the 
conſcience which is one with, and-a»ſwereth to the witneſſe of God, 
one can touch but he that made #t. Compulſion may form that 
which is of its own nature into its own Image; it may make mes 
Hypocrites, men to ſeem to be that which 'they are not, for 
fear of puniſhment, or to- preſerve that which is of this World; 
but change the ſorl that it cannot : if it: could: reach the ſoul, # 
could changethe ſoul. But inas much as it cannot change the ſou!, 
it cannot reach the ſoul; and in as much as it cannot reach the 
foul, it cannot compel the ſoul ; And in as much as zt cannot compel 
the ſoul : it ought not to preſcribe how it ſhould worſhip God, and 
require Obedience thereunto. And theſe things are plain and me- 


nifeſt, Fourthl); 


| ETD; | 
' Fourtbly, The Divel cannot compel the ſoul; therefore wan can - 
not; For the Divel is a ſpirit, but Max isnot; andifthe Dive! who 
is 2 ſpirit, and ſo can the better come to work with a ſpirit, which 
che ſou! of man is, cannot compel! the ſoul which is a ſpirit 3 how 
mnch leſs can an who is not a ſpirit; of, the things that are 
of man, that which is ſperit, which are not ſpirit, compel! the 

init. 

Now all the powers of darkyeſſe cannot compel a man to evil. It 
cannot make him fin, it cannot make bw commit iniquity, it can- 
not force him to work wickedneſle, it cannot compel, it may cn- 
tice, if may tempt, # may alhire through the decenfulneſle of fin, 
and ſo overcome, but compel it cannot, And thi is an Eternall 
Truth, and the Dive! knows it tobe (o; for, if be could compelt, 
what wax fhould be free f and in what conditicn were man, if be 
could be compell'd ? and how could 1x be charged with evil, if he 
could not doe otherwiſe ? And here is the priviledge of men, and it 
$8 great one, indeed, and a mighty ſtrength, did he mind ic, That 
be cannot be compe[ſd, And fo ſaith ZFames,Let wo max(ſaith be) ſay 
when be is tempted, I am tempted of God ; for God cannot be tempted 
= ; neither tempteth be any man, (then it were bard indeed ; 

no thing hath power over man. as of Kight, but God, and 
what elle hath power over man is by his own conſent) but every 
max is tempted when he is drawn away of his own Liſts, and enticed. 
Then when luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth fin; and ſin when it 
« finiſhed bringeth forth death, Jam. 1. 13, 14, 15: 

Fifthly, Theſorl isa ſpirit, and God is a ſpirit ; man is fleſh and 
not ſp;y;t. And all fleſh 1s graſſezand as the flowr of the field ; the 
graſs withereth, and the flowr fadeth, but the Yord of the Lord 
(hall ftand for ever, Iſa. 40. 6, 8. Behold my hands and my feet 
that it is 7-my ſelf ; handle we, and ſee ; for a ſpirit hath not fleſh 
and boxes,as ye ſee me have: and when he had thus ſpoken,beſhewed 
10 them kx hands and his feet, Luke 24. 29. The fleſh profiteth lit- 
tle, it is the ſpirit that quickneth, Johx 6. 63, The words that 7 
ſpeak they are ſpirit and /ife, And if I go not away the Comforter 
will nor come unto yo, John 16. 7: And henceforth know we no 
man after the flet; yea, though we have known Chri? after the 
fleſh, yet now, henceforth know we him #0 more, 2 Cor. 5.16. That 
which reacheth unto the ſoul muſt be ſpirit, which 9:a# 15 Bot 3 
therefore 147 that is horx of a # 01a#, who is but of few dayes. and 
thole ful! of treble, cannot reach the ſpirit , which is Eternal, and 
_ dures for ever: B 2 Sixth!y, 


(12) 

S:xthly, Man cannot go beyond mar : he cannot go to the foul 
that's beyond him ; therefore he cannot compel the foul. If be could 
goto the ſou!, he could redeem che ſoul; For, he that can £9 to the 
ſoul, can redeem the ſoul, But in that he cannot go to the ſoul, h 
cannot redeem the ſoul. By which alſo (ſpeaking of the ſpirit which 
quickneth ; For (faith Peter, 1 Epiſt. 3 Chap. 18, 19, 20. verles,) 
Chriſt alſo hath ence ſuffered for ſin, the jul for the unjut, (that he 
might bring us to God,) He[ won) and preached to the [ ſpirit] iq 
priſon, which ſometimes were diſobedient when once the long ſuFring 
of God waited in the daies of Noah, &c. 

Now, in that #2a# cannot £xicken, be cannot Redeem ; and in 
that he cannot redeem, be cannot go to the ſpirits that are in priſon 
For, rf he could go to them, he could redeem them ; for that which 
can go tothe ſpirits thatare in priſon, is greater then that which 
bo/ds them in captivity ; Bur in that he cannot go to them, hecan- 
not redeem them ; For, that which Redeems muſt go to; andin. 
that he cannot go to, it ſhews it is beyond him ; and in that it is 
beyond hiw, it ſhews it 1s not for bim to Meddle therewith ; but to 
teaveit tobim who is ableto redeem, who is able to reach. ' The 
that truft in their wealth,and boaſt themſelves in the multitude of their 
riches; None of them can by any means redeem his Brother, nor give 
ts God a ranſome for bin ; for the Redemption of their ſoul is preci- 
ons, and it ceaſeth for ever, Pſal. 40. 7, 8. | 

Beſides, It is not in man that walketh to diret by Reps, (o faith 
Feremy. O Lord, Iknow the way of man i not in himſelf ; it it not 
in man that wal**th to dirc# his fteps, Chap. 10. ver, 23. Now, if 
the way of man is not in himſelf; and if ic is not in man that walketh 
to dire& his ſteps, then he cannot direft anothers ; he cannot be 
the way unto ancther, Here all are in the /he ftate 3 every mas 
here comes into the ſax1e Condition himſelf ; Conſcience (as tothi) 
is alike in eneas in ell, and in All as in One ; that is, of one, and the 
ſame nature ; and al/havethe ſame dependency on another ; wie- 
ther Xich or Poor, [tigh or Low, Governours or governed, King cr 
people, Maſter or Servant, Bond or Free, viz. onthe Lord, and his 
eral Arm tobring them to Ged; all have nced of this, ſeeing «!! 
have ſinned, and fallen ſhort of the glory of God ; who hath pnit a 
meaſure of himſclf into man to dire& him his way, and to bring him 
ro God; unto which every Man ought to take heed z to that,in him, 
which frews, to that in bim which mekes manifeſt, which reprozes, 
which checks, which condemns the manifeftation of the ſpirit, whica 


the Immortal Soul, which nothing but God can reach or ſatisfi e. 


| (73 

þ hath given to every man to IK, withall; unto which every man 
ought ro take heed, and of which be will require an account. And 
ti being ſo, (and fo it is;  ) how then comes man, and with what 
grrogancy of ſpirit to his Maker, to preſcribe to ansther, who ſtands 
in the ſame dependency on God for m/trutzion, how to worſhip 
= 


Now then (co ſumme up this Particular) if the way of man be 
not in bimſe/f, nor in him that walketh (not. of a dead man ; for 
te that is dead walketh not) to dire bis ſteps, (and Feremy faich 
ſs.) Andif by 0 means a man can redeem his Brother, nor give to 
Gd a ranſome for him ; becauſe the Redemption of their ſoul is pre- 
cow, and tt ceaſeth for ever (as laith the Pſalmiſt,) And if the ſoul 
va ſpirit, and God a ſpirit, and Religion, that reacheth the ſoul of 2 
piritual nature; and therefore the Lord mult be worſhipped in 
ſpirit and in truth, (and ſo ſaith Chrift,)) and if the Dive! cannot 
timpel to evil, though he tempts, but every man when he is tempted, 
is drewn away of his own luſts,and enticed (4s James ſpeaketh,) and 
if compulſion can extend onely to that which 1s, of its own natnre, 
and 0 further. - For, Naturam expellas furca licer uſq; recurrit, 
(i.e) Nature may. be extended till it recoil, it cannct be forced be- 
yond (as Thave ſhewed ; ) and if a dead Principic (as all force 1s) 
cannot covers to a living thing (as I have faid ; } and if Conſc;- 
ace cannot be reached by force, becauſe force is not of the zature 
of conſcience ;' an [things cannot. reach where they are no! of 
the ſame nature (4 is made to appear.) And it compulſion. is con- 
trary to the very nature of conſcience, which is to be perſwaded not 
to be compelled (us is abundantly proved, } It miiſt needs follow 3 
That no man can compel Conſcience, or Conſcience cannot be cq2= 
pelled by man as to the wor ſhip of Ged ; or, that in man, whereby 
orin which God is worſhipped: cannot be compelled. It cannot, 
that 5, it ought not, Tt cannot, that is, it may net ;. It cannot, that 
5 it is out of the power of man, by all that he can doe ro compel it. 
And ſo, what doth wan when he ſeeks to compel to the worſhip of 
Ged, but force nature, and by contrary Elements (eek to convert 
each into the ether, as Fire into and by I/ater, and water into and 
by fire; for afſoon may that be done by the contrary Elements of 
ether ; as to force Conſcience, or to direc the mind of man, which 
Bſpiritual, in the worſhip of God, by weapons that are carnal, or by 
things that are peri/hing that which is eternal, or by mortal things 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, Religion is a Thing inthe wind, and the ind is a ſpirit 


which'the body cannot reacbnor torch z nor any thing that of - 


corporeal-nature, or, that tafieth of man.” A mans body may be 
ground into a Thoyſand Pieces, (as I may ſo ſay, and yet bis. Mind 
may be freeto Goal 3 and whilſt che wan may ſeem otherwiſt for 
fear of fortune, and that he may have eaſe from ſuffrings : his heart 
may be quite contrary, and when time ferves, he may manifef jr 
So Hypdcrites force may makes (as Thaveſaid) which is double inis 
quity. As is the ſaying of the Ancient — Simulata ſanRitas du. 
plex iniquitas -- (i.e. Connterfeit bolineſſe (a religious ſeeming ty 
be what the beart 1s not) 1s double iniquity -- Iniquity in him thatis 
compelled z iniquity in bim that compels. - And compel to blaſphens 
it muy (as Par aid, when be was imthat ftate,) yet as to the Loy 
blameleife, and yet Without /ew as toiCbrift , for he perſecuted bin, 
when he was as to the law blameleſſe. Who art thou Lord? (laid 
he) I am Feſus wbom thou perſecuteſt 3 when he ſtruck him down in 
the way, and thoſe chat were with him, as they were riding with Let- 
ters to Damaſcus from the High Prieſt to perſecute of that. he 
found cf that way, and to bring them bound to Feruſalem whether 
men or women, which Letters-be deſired, who made havock of the 
Church, breathing out tireatxings and ſlaughter againſt the Diſc 
ples of the Lord, and conſenting unto Stephens death, flanding by 
and holding the garments of them that ſtoned him z entring into eve» 
ry houſe, and 'balling men and women, and committing them to 
prifon ; And I puniſhed them oft in every ſynagogue (faith he 4tis 16. 
10, 11+) and compelled them to blaſpheme, and being exceeding mad 
againſt them, I perſecuted them even to ſtrange Cities, which thing 
T adſo did in Feriſa'em, and many of theſaints I did out up in priſon 
having received Authority from the Chief Prieſts, aud when they were 
put to death, I gave my Voce againſt them,) but to change the beart 
it cannot; Jt is a ſpirit, which xothing but that which is ſpirit can 
touch or reach, 
Now bodily exerciſe profiteth Jictle; its the ſpirit that quickens, 
1 Tim. 4. 8. John 6. 63. and the ſpirit it is chat preſents the body, 
a living ſacrifice, holy, accepijeble to God, which is the reaſonabte 
Service 3 Which conforms notto this world, but transforms by the 
renewing of the mind, and proves what is that good, and acceptable, 
nd perfect will of God. And ſo to preſent their bodies Pay/ beſeccheth 
by the mercies of God, Rom. 12.1,2. And now then, we arc Am- 


baſſadors for Chrijt, asthough Ged did beleech you by us; we y 
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gt in Cbriſts ſtead to be reconciled to Ged, 2 Cor. 5.20. And all 
I jog are of God, who hath reconciled us auto bimſe!f, and hath gi- 
wa to w the miniflery of reconciliation ; to wit, that God was it 
rift reconciling the world unto bimſelf; not imputing their T ret- 
unto then, and hath committed to us, the word of Reconcilia « 
river. 18. 19. And, therefore, bebold,T will allure her, and bring 
erinto the wilderneſſe, and ſpeak comfortably unto her z and 1 will 
ie ber ber Vineyards from thence, and the Valley of Achor (hall 
ooprl of Hope, and ſhe (hall ſing there as in the dayes of ber 
jonch, and asin the 4eyes when ſhe came out of the Land of Ey yp, 
th. 2. 144 15- And I drew them with the cords of man,with bands 
of ve, and 7 was to them, as they that take off the yoke on their 
ns, and 7 laid mear before them, Hoſ. 11.4. and © Feruſalew. 
ik tho not be made clean ? when will it 'ouce be ? Fer. 13. 27. 
Thuxmuch of Religion, and of this firſt Particular wherefore Con- 
lence cannot be compelled in the exerciſe of Religion. 
Secondly, It follows, That the Lord alone s LORD of Con- 
(thce, 
Fo Firſt, He alone it is to whom every knee muſt bow, and 
—_— of things in Heaven,and things in Earth, and things 
the Earth, Phil, 2: 10. 11. and if it be to him that every knee 
mit bow, and tongue confeſſe; then to this Impolition,and to thar, 
vthis way, or to that, in thi worſhip or that, no-bowing, #9 coufel- 
ng; and the Lord hath ſworn it. I bave ſworn by my ſelf (ſaith the 
rd, Wa. 45. 23.) the Word is gone forth of my mouth in righteouſ- 
ts, and ſhall not return, That unto me every knce ſhall bow ; every 
eve ſha!l confeſs. And, Why doſt thou judge thy Brother ? Or, 
My deſt thou ſet at nought thy brother ? we ſhall all fiand before the 
ement Seat of Chriſt; For it 4 written; As I live ſaith the 
nd, Every knee ſhall bow to me, and every tongue ſhall confeſs to 
bd: ſo then, every one of us ſhall give an account of himſelf to 
ont, Let ws not therefore judge one another any more, but judge 
% rather, that no man put a ſtumbling BLOCK before bi 
Iniber ; Or, occaſion to fall in his Brothers way, Rom, 14, 10,- 
ll 12, 13, 
fondly, By him it is that Kizgs reign, and Princes decree ju- 
Prov, 8. 15. Therefore they muſt not think to decree jultice 
bbim, or think to make bim to Reign. They mult obſerve their 
z and keep therr Station, leſt he daſh th:w co pieces. Serve 
Lord with fear, and rejoyce with trembling ; kiſs the Son le/t - 
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Le engry, i1d' 36-perifh fromthe way when: his whath ir kindle 
« little : "Bleſſed are all they rev their truſt'in him. Ark af vn | 


axd I will give thee the' Heathen for thine Inheritance, and the yy. 
nraſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion, Thou ſalt breakthew giz 
a Rod of Tron': thou ſalt daſh them in pieces like a patter; Veſſel 
Be wiſe therefore O ye Kings, be ye injtrufed ye Fudges of the Bart 
ſaich the Lord co and of b# Son,and'to the Kings and Zndges of the 
Earth, Pſ#l. 2. 9. tothe 14. RAE 1:ect 1 a. 3s; 
If -Vzzehb touch the Ark, to take hold of it though it-ook by 
reaſon of the Oxen, ne dies foric. And he died there for his rryy 
by the Ark of Go4. For, the anger of the Lord ws kindled: eycin} 
Vzz hand God ſmote him there : and David was afraid of the Lard 


that day 3 and ſaid, How ſhall the Ark of tbe Lord come to me? an 


he was diſpleaſed becanſe the Lord ha4 made a breach upon Uzxuh; 
z14-he called the name of the place Perez Uzzah unto thi day.. 4nd 
he would nt remove the Ark of the Lord to bim un the City of Daxid, 
Lt be carried it aſide into the houſe of Obed Edom the Gittite, 2 Sam, 
6. 6, to the 12. | ep 

If the Beth/:emites do: but /ook into the Ark (into which thy 
-ſhould not) when it was brought back by the'Lords of the Phil- 
Rims, who kept it /ong In Captivity, they are flain' Fifty thoxſand, 
and threeſcore, and ten men, whom the Lord (lew but for. looking 
thereinto 3 (who ſhould not ſs have done) though they wereglad 
to ſee it, and ran to it when they ſaw it brought back,-as they were 
reaping z' and had offred Offrings, and ſacrifices that day unto the 
Lord, and though the Levites were with them, that would notſerve 
to excuſe them. And the people lamented, becauſe the Lord had 
* ſmitten many of rhe people with a great ſlaughter. And .the men 
of Beththemeſh ſid , 1Who is able to ſtand before the boly Lord 
God ? an1 to whom ſhall he go up from ws? 1 Sam. 6. 15. t 
the 21. | IE 

If Sar! offer a burnt Offring, and ſtay not for Samuel to ft 
the Prophet of the Lord ; for whom he ſhould have ltay'd,(here be 
was tryed, though Samrell tarried loxger then the dayes appointed, 
and the peop'e were ſcattered from him, and the Philijtyms, Army 
were encampt againſt him ; He doth fooliſhly, and' $ emuel.tells bm 
ſo ; Then haſt done fooli bly (Caid he to Saul ) Thou haſt,not kept: th 
Commandment of the Lord which be commanded: thee. For, 1 
" world the'Lord have eſtabliſhed thy Kingdome:upon Iſrael-for tver3 


but now thy Kingdome ſhall not continue. The Lord "bath choſen va 
| « : | : k . 4 | ami 
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gms «eſter bu own heat ; and the Lord hath commanded bim te 


hes Captain over this people, becarſe thou haſt not kept what the 
LORD. commanided thee, 1 Sam. 13: 13, 14, So he loſt bi 
Kkingdome. 
| If Vzziab take upon bim to burn Incenſe upon the Alter of In- 
cenſe, which was only for the Prieſts to doe ; be is withſtood by A- 
Lar14h the Prieſt, and fourſcore Prieſts of the Lord which were V a+ 
kent Men, And they faid unto the King; It appertaimeth not unto 
the Vzziah to offer Incenſe unto theLord, but to the Priefts the ſons 
if Aeron, that are conſecrated to burn Incenſe. Go out of the San= 
fury for thou haſt treſprſſed; neither ſhall it be for thine Honour be- 
we the Lord God. And Urziab was wroth, and had a Cenſer in 
bir band to burn Incenſe ; and whilſt he was wroth with the Priefts,the 
Liproſie even roſe up in his Forehead, before the Pricfts im the Houſe 
of the Lord, from beſides the Incenſe Altar. And Axzariab the chief 
Prieſt, and all the Prieſts looked upon him, and behold he was Leprous 
in bis Forehead, and they thruſt him out from thence ; yea, himſelf 
beſte to go out becauſe the Lord had fmitterhim; and Vzxieh was 
4 Liper 10 the day of bis death, 2 Chron, 26. 16. to the 22. 

And.if Feroboam fet up the Calves at Dax, and at Bethel, which 
nere other things, and other places then the Lord had appointed by 
and in which co be worſhipped who had commanded that at Feru- 
ſum only, and on the Alter there they ſhould offer ro him, and 
that they ſhould not make to themſelves any graven Image; nor 
the likeneſſe of any thing in the Heaven above, or the Earth beneath. 
Orthe water under the Earth. Thou ſhale not bow down to them, 
nor worſpip them 3 I am the Lord, Exod, 20. He fins, and is ſaid 
tomake Iſrael co fin, 1 Kings 14, 16, For, Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lirdthy God, and him only ſhalt thox ſerve. Said Chriſt to the 
Divel when be rook him into an exceeding high Mountain, and 
ſhewed bim all the Kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; 
and aid unto him; Al! theſe things will I give thee if thou wilt fall 
don, and wor ſhip me, Matth. 4. 10, 89. And confounded be all they 
that ſerve graven Images,that boaſt themſelves of Idols ; Worſhip hine 
dl ye Gods, Pal. 97. 7. For the Lord our God is One Lord. Hear 
0 Iſrael the Lord our God i4 one Lord ; an thou halt love the Lord 
thy God with all thine heart, and with ell thy (0:11, and with all thy 
Wight : bim ſhall ye fear, and bim ſhall ye worſhip, and to him ſi. 
Je dee ſacrifice, Deut. 6. 4,5. 2 Kings 17, 36. And they that did 
not this, ſacrificed to Dive!s _ to God ; to the work of thezy hands, 

| to 
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to wood, und to jtone, to filver, and to gold, they have month; by 
they ſpeak, not 4 Eyes beve they but they ſee not 5 they bave Ears by 
they hear not;Noſes bave they but they ſmell not : they that muke they 
are like unto them, and (6 is every one that truſteth in them, Plal, 11, 
5. 4. tothe g. And, Tam the Lord, that is my Name, and 
£/ory will not I give unto another. Neither my praiſe to graven |. 
mages, Iayqz, 8, 

Now theſe things ; viz. The Ark, and the Ofring, and the Pry. 
Zket, and the Prieſt, and the Altar, and Feruſalem ; and thet whole 
Body of Worſhip, Prieſts, and Sacrifices, figured forth, and were 
Types of bim who was to come ; Chriſt Feſws who is come. Whoy x 
Prieſt for ever aſter the order of Melchifedeck ;the miniſter of the ſay- 
tinary and of the true Tabernacle which God pirched and not Myy, 
Heb. 8. a. The Alter of which they have no Right to ect which 
ſerve the Tabernacle, Heb.z3.10. The Propbert of which Moſe: truly 
faid unto the Fatbers, A Prophet ſhall the Lord your Ge4 raiſc up 
unto ye of your Brethren like untu we, bm ſhall you hear in all 
things he ſhall ſay unto you; and it ſhall come wa that every 
Soul that will not hear that Prophet ſhall be deſtroyed from amongi 
the people, As 3.23. Whois King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
Rev. 19. 16. The Head of the Church which is his body, the ful- 
neſs of bim that filleth all invell, Col,1.18. Epheſ. x. 22. 23. 1 Thel. 
3. 1. /iving ſtones built upon the living Foundation, which rewsi- 
weth for ever, x Pet. 2,4, 5, who is the ay rn giver whoisadle 
to-ſave, and able to deſtroy, Jam. 4. 22- Whom the Lord hathſe 
upon hz holy hill of Sion,l{a. 26. on whoſe ſhoulders the Government 
lies, Iſe. 9. 6. who is King of Righteouſneſſe and King of Peace,Heb, 
2.7. #ho oxly hath immortality dwelling in the /ight,which wv Man 
can-spproach unto ; whom-#0 Man hath ſeen, or ean ſee,towhom 
be honour and power everlaſting, Amen, 3 Tim. 2. 16. By bis 
therefore let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to God continually, that 
is, the frut of our lips, giving thanks to bis Name, Heb. 13. 15- 
who is the judge of the quick, and the dead, 2 Tim. 4. 1. Who ſhall 
judge the Quick and the Dead at bi Appearing and Coming 
i Pet 4. 5- 

Thirly, He is the King Immortal, and oe other ; therefore 
nowe but be is Lord of Conſcience, which is Immortal, John N bu 

\evelations ſaw this; The four and twenty Elders (faith be ) fell 
down before him who (ate 61 the Throne,eud wor ſhipped him who lives 
for ever and ever, and caſt their Gr owns before the, Throne) ſore 
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1 Conſcience which is Immortal, the dommion 


(19) | 
qhes art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, 'and Honour, and power ; 
then baſt created all things, and for thy pleaſure they were and are 
reared : aud he ſaw the Heavens opened, and behold a white horſe ; 
od be that ſte upon him was called Faithful and true, and m Righ- 

neſſe be doth Judge, aud make war, bis eyes were a4 a flame of 
fre, and 011 his Head were many Crowns ; and he had a name writ- 
ten which no man knew bus himſelf, and he was cloathed in a Veſture 
tipt in blood ; and bis name is called the Word of God; and the Ar- 
mes which were in Heaves followed him on white horſes, cloathed 
yith fine linnen white and clean, And out of bis mouth goeth « ſharp 
wird, that with it be ſhould (mite the Nations ; and be ſhall rule them 
nth « Rod of Tron, and he treadeth the Wine-preſſe of the fierceneſſe 


I iſthe wrath of God Almighty. And be batb on his Veſtnre, and his 


thigh, « Name written, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords,Rev.4 10, 
11, 19- 11. tothe 16. Therefore it is ſaid, who ouly batb Immortality, 
1 Tim. 6. 16, The King Immorte!, t Tim. 1. 17. 

Now Kmgs are mortal, and their Crowns are werta/; Surely 
wen of low degree are Vanity ; and men of bigh degree are a he; 


I tbe laid inthe ballance they are altogether lighter then Vanity. 
Put not your truſt in Prices 3 nor in the Sor of Max in whom is 
I whelp; Ez breath goeth forth, be returneth to bz earth. In that 


wry day bi choughts periſh, Ceaſe ye from man whoſe breath is in 
kr noſtrils; for wherein is he to be accounted of? Iſa. 2. 22. Pſa. 
146.4-62, 9. How dares then Men whoſe breath is injhi Noſtrils : 
in whom | is no} help whoſe breath goeth forch, who returns unto 
tDuſt, who is a Lye, and in the Ballance is altogether /igbter then 
Vanity ; who is born asthe wild Aﬀes Colt, who being in Honor, 
ind underftandeth not, is as the Beaſt _— preſcribe to 

him who is Immortal, 
utothe worſhip of God; or as tothe things in which he will be 


j worſhipped ? 


Nebuchadnezzar knew the price of ſetting up an Image in the 
n of Dara in the Province of Fabylen, and requiring a! to fall 
and worſhip it, and caſting the three Children into the fery 
furnace, heat ſeven times hotter, becauſe they would not ſerve bis 
s, nor worſhip the Golden Image which ke had ſet up ; le it 
ſown 1nto thee, O King (aid they,)) we will not ſerve thy Gods, 1197 
Wrſbip the golden Image which thou haſt ſet up, O Nebuchadnezzar ! 
W ere mot careful to anſwer thee in tha matter : If it be ſo, our God 
we ſerve # able to deliver w from the buruing fiery F —_ 
C2 an 
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(20) 
and be will deliver s ont of thy band O King. . But if wats. be ix 
knownwnto the, &c, Ifaybeknew the price of this, and of firyttiy 


in the Pellace of the King of Babylon, and ſaying, Is not- this _ | 


Babyon which I have built for the Houſe of the Kingdome by the Wight 
of my power,and for the Honour of my Majeſty ; when whi'e the Ward 
was int bis month, there fell a Voice from Heaven, ſaying, 0 King Ne. 


buchaduezzar, , to thee.it #5 ſpoken, The Kingdome is departed fray 
thee, and they ſhall drive thee from Men,and thy dwelling ſhall be with 


the beaſts of the Field ; they ſhall make thee to cat graſs «« Oxen, and 
ſeven times ſhall paſs over thee, untill thou know that the mg High 
ruleth in the Kingdome of men, and giveth it to whomſnever he Will, 
Dan. ch-p. 3- 4. 

Belſhaz zar bis Son felt the Coſt of drinking Wine in the Colley 
Veſſels of the Temple of the Houſe of God which was at ferrſalem be. 
fore his Princes,bis Wives and bix Concubines; He and ky Prince, 
and his Wives, and bx Concubines, and praifing the Gods of gold, 
and of ſilver, and of braſs, of iron, of —_ and of ſtone, at bis great 
Feaſt which he had made to a Thoriſand of bu Lords; drinking Wine 
before « Thouſand, when, in the ſame hour came forth fingers of « 
mans hand, and wrote over again(t the Candleſtick, upon the plaifter 
of the Wall of the Kings Pallace, Mene, Mene, Tekell Upharſin; and 


the King ſaw the part of the Hand that wrote : then the Kings coun- 


tenance was Changed, and his thoughts troubled him ; ſo that the 
Joynts of bis loyus were looſened, and his knees ſmote one again|t am« 
ther ; and when in that night he was ſlain, and Darius the Median 
3ook, the Kingdome, Dan. chap. 5. 

And «ll the Preſidents of the Kingdome, the Governours, and the 
Princes, the Counſellors, and the Captains, underſtood what it was to 
ſeek occaſion againſt Daniell, as to the law of his God, when they 


could otherwiſe find ws fault in him, and to get Darixs to ſign.a | 
Writing and Decree according to the /aws of the Medes and Perſi- | 


ans which altereth not, That whoever all ask a petition of any 
God or Man for Thirty days, ſaving of thee O King, He ſhall be ca 
into the Den of Lyons. When the Lyons had the Maſtery of then 
that acculed Daniel for praying three times a day tothe Lord with 
his Window open to Fervſalems And of their Children, and their 
Wives, and brake all their bones in pieces, or ever they came at the 
bottom of the DEN; and when the very ſame Lyons had their 
mouths ſhut by the Angell, which the Lord ſent ; fo they did him #4 
hurt who prayed to the Lord, notwithſtanding the Kings Day. 


nr 

Daniel told King Darius when be aroſe very early in the morning 
and went in haft tothe Dex ofiEyons'3 and when he came to the Der 

ed with a [amentable Voice unto Dexie!, andthe King ſpake,and 
fad unto Daniel; O Daniel,ſervant of the living God,is the God whom 
ghou ſerve/t able continually to deliver thee from the Lyons ? Dan. 6. 
And Haman, and b# Sons, and the reſt of the Enemies of the 
Jos, whom Hawax fought to cut off,; and a dey was ſer, and the 
Pofis were ſent} throughout the ove hundred and twenty ſeven Pro- 
vinces of Babylon ; with Letters in the Name of King Abazuerw,end 
Sealed with bis Ring unto the Kings Lieutenants, and to the Go- 
yernovrs that were over.every Province, and tothe Rulers of every 
people of every Province,.and to every people after their Language, 
written by the Kings Scribes, according to all that Haman com- 
manded 3 To deſtroy, and to kill, and to cauſe to periſh, all Fewes 
both young \and old, little children, and women in one day, and to 
take the ſpoil of them for « Prey ; Becauſe Mordecai the Few would 
not.baw t& bar 1 the. Gato; 1 Gay, Haman, and bz Sons, and the 
1 of the Entwies: of the Fews came to. fee! the Reward of their 
onn work, when he and his Sons were hanged on the Gellowes he 
had made for Mordecar 3 and. they aff were cut off by the hands 
of the Fews whom they waited to deftroy,, and to lay their hands on 
theſpotl, at the command of theſamwe King Abeſnerns.. Heſt. the 
woeBoak.. | :- | 

And che Phaliſtims antl their Lords paid dear for keeping the Ark 
of God in Ceptivity, and ſetting.it before their Idol Degon in his 
Temple ; wheo be ſmote them with Emerods in their Secret parts, 
ind bi hand was heavy upon them,and be deſtroyed them,until they 
eat the 4k, of God back egainto its. own Place. The Ark of the 
Gd of Iſrael ſball not abide with ws (ſaid the men of: 4f-dod, and 


the coaſts thereof) for:his hand is ſore upun w,and Dagon our God ; 


For Dagon fell down before it ; and being ſet up again, it fell the 
ſecond time with its face to the ground, and jts head, and both the 
pulms of bis hands were cut off upon the Threſho/d, and onely the 
mp, of Dazou was left ro/him; therefore neither the Priefts. of Dagon 
nor axy that come into Dagons Houle tread on the Threſhold of Da- 
gun Aſ-dod unto this day. What ſhall we doe with the Ark of 
the God of Iſrael, (faid they to the Lords of the Phili/tims,whom they 
had ſent for and gathered together when they (aw ic was ſo, when 
they (aw they were ſmitten with Exrerods,and the coaſts thereof.) Lec 
the Ark of the God of Iſrar! be carried about to Gath, enfreras 
IS they 


(22) 7 
they 3 and they carried the Frk, of the God of 1jreel abortt thither 
And the hand of the Lord was againft that City with a » vrext 
deftruicn, and he ſmote the men of the City both ſmalland greet 
and they had-Emerods in their ſecret parts ;. therefore they ſent ee 
Fkron : as it came to Ekron, the Ekyonies cryed out, ſaying, 
have brought about the Ark of the God of Iſrael to ur, toſlay w, and 
our people. So they ſent, and gathered _—_ sl/the Lords of the 
Ph;liftims, and ſaid, Send eway the Ark of the God of Iſrael, andin 
it go agar 10 its own place, that it ſlay u uot, and our pooyle z fir 
there was a deadly defirutiion throughout all that City, the rf of 
God was very heavy there ; and the men that died not were ſmittty 
with the Emereds, and the cry of the City went up to Heaven, 1 Sem, 
, 6. chap. 
: And Then Gog and megog ſhall gather together in battle againk 
the beloved wo: the Number of whom is as the ſand of the ſee, 
coming upon the bredth of the Exrth,. and compuſſing the Comp of 
the yr” about, and the beloved City, ' Fire ſhall come down 

Ged out of Heaven, and devour them z and the Divel that deeeives 
them. ſhall be caſt intothe lake of fire and brim/ione, where the beef 
and the "_ prophet are, and ſhall. be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever, Rev. 20. 8, 9, 10. 

And when the be«/f and. the Kings of the Earthand their Armies 
ſhall gather together to make War againk him that firs on the whit 
Hogſe, and agaihſt bi Army 1 the beaſt ſhall be taken, and with bin 
the Falſe Prophet that wrought Miracles before bim, with which be 
deceives them, who have the mark of the beaſt, and them that wor- 
ſhip bis Image ; theſe both ſhall be caft alive into the /cke of fre 
—_— with Brimſtone. And the Rewnaxt ſhall be lain with the 
ſword of bim that fits on the Horſe, which ſword proceedeth out of 
bis mouth, and «!! the fowls fhall be f//ed with their fleſh, even with 
the fleſh of Kings, and the fleſh of Captains, and the fleſh of mighty 
Meu, and the fleſh of Horſes, and of them that ſit on them, and the 
fleſh of all Men both free and bend, both ſmel! and great, Revel. 
19.17,18. And the day of God ſhall ſtand over thew all for ever and 
ever ; even hix Kingdome'which is an Everlaſting Kingdom, and his 
Dominion which ſhall yever have end, 

Fourthly, Of him are A! things. And if all things are of bin, 
then ſurely Conſcience, which is the witneſs of him, and which re- 
ceives him ; the Capacity (if I may-ſo fay) inthe Creetare to retain 
bimg: which is of him, and from him ; by which he will judge o 
wor 


11) .* 
perid in Rightcouſneſſe, | For, "that which may be known of G44 is 
menifeft in thene (faid Pant eo the Romans ) for God hath ſhewn it 
anto them. For, the inviſible things of bum are clearly feen bein 

erſtood by the things that are wede, even biz Eternal Power _ 
Gedbead, (o that they are without excuſe; and even as they did not 
ſixeto retain him in therr knowledge, Ged pave them over to a &e- 
jete mind 'to doe thoſe things that are not Convenient, and 


1 vere filled with #! ur ighreonſneſs, fornication, wickedweſs, coveron- 


uſe, maliciouſneſſe, envy,mur der debate, deceit, malignity,whiſperers, 
luckbiters, haters of God, deſpightful, proud, boajtere, inventers of 
wil thigs, —_ to parents, without underſtanding, covenant- 
brckers, without neturdl effettion, implacable, unmerciful; who 
huwing the judgements of God that they which commit ſuch things 
art worthy of death, not only do the ſame, but have pleaſure in then 
that doe them, Rom. 2. 19. to the 33. 

Hence it comes co pafſe that when be comes to judgement every 
mouth'ſhall be flopped, 1 and every tongue ſhall confefſe to the Lord 
thathi- judgements are juſt. Againſt thee, againſt thee only have I 
fed, and done this evil in thy fight that thou maiſt be juſtified, when 
thin ſpedkeſt,and-clear when thou judgeſt. Behold, I wa ſhaper in inti- 

\ and in ſin did my mother conceive me. Bebold, thou defireſt 
Trath in the inward parts, and in the hidden part thow ſhalt maky me 
t! know wiſdome. Purge me with Hiſope, and I ſhall be clean, 
ve we, and I ſhall be whiter then ſnow : makes me ts hear joy 
nd gladneſs,thatthe bones that tho haſt broken may rejoice. Hide thy 
face from my fins, and blot ont all mine iniquities, Create in me « 
clay beart O God, and renew 4 right ſpirit within me. Caſt me not 
way from thy ar tencs wor take thy "", ſpit from me. Reliore unts 
we the joy of y ſalottian, ani uphold me' by thy free ſpirit ; Then 
vill I teach traniſgreſſors thy wayes, and ſinners ſhall be converted 
to thee, prayed David the King, Plal. 51. 4. tothe 15, And 
the Holy men of Ged in all Ages have bowed unto bim. JYVbonr 
though 1 were righteous (faith Job) yet world I not anſwer, but I 
would make my ſupplication to my Fudge, Job. g. 15. And this they 
id, becauſe they were of him;and owed al! unto bim, and be is Lord 
of all, and Head over «ll, to whom al] muſt account for the deeds 
they bave done in the body, whether good or evil. And if to him 
they muſt bow ; and'if to-bim they muſt account, for all things done 
inthe Body, whether god, or whether evil; then he alone muſt be 
Minded as Lord of Conſcieuce of whom: it is,which makes up the 5 


connt for hi#1 that hix judgement 15 Jr{?. 
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To Conclude thi Paricular; Ceaſe ye Potſheards of the Zarty 
ye heaps of du/i, whoare as a _ of nought, to preſcribe to 
ence, x dominion of God, left be daſh you. to pieces, and yauy 
periſh, and ye deſeend into the pit, out of whieh you cannot come 
Ic is the Word of the Lord to you All, who will fortly vidt you, and 
eurn your glory into ſhame, — jollity into mourningand your 


finging into bowling, and your Dance into wailing, and your comelj.. 


neſſe into Aſhes, and your ſtrength into du/t, and lead you into 
Captivity, by that which ye have led inco Captivity, and will kill y, 
by the Sword, who lave killed with the Sword, even by the Sms 
which proceeded out of the month of hime who ſits on the white horſe, 
who rides on and proſpers , who 1s girt with frength unto the bet. 
tle, who is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, whoſe dominion is an 
Everls/ting Dominion, and + Kingdome that which ſhall yer; 
haveend. To whom be glory, and praiſe, and power Everlz. 
ſting. Who is ariſing, and will arif over you all, and cover 
you all, whoſe dominion is from Sea to Sea, und his Rule unto the 
ends of the Earth, who hath been trying you long, and will ye tr 
you, to let you ſee what yeu would doe to him, to Conſcience;the di. 
»inion of him, and to what height ye will come, and will let , 
"come to as great a height as may be, and to boaſt it ever all, as ifthe 
thin oaks not be taken out of the power of your hands, Then ſhall 
God cut ye down, and ye ſhall be tumbled inthe pt, the Lord hath 
ſpoken it. And that which ye would keep under and in order there- 
unto, make theſe to ſuffer in whom it is,and who are faithful there 
unco, meſt inhumanely ts ſuffer, ſhall reign over all for ever and e- 
ver. The juſt ſhall have dominion over ye all in the morning, whole 
hour is come to be tryed by you 3 whom ye ſhall have Liberty to ty), 
who ſhall abide the trya!, and endure whatſoever ye ſhall have 
ower to doe unto them,and /rave from above, meek and patient,and 
ſhall evercome by ſuffrings even by the blood of the Lemb, which is 
patient and meek, which ye ſhall hed, and which ſhall cry from the 
ground, and the Lord will hear it, and plead its Cauſe, and rajſein 
you a worm that ſhall ever die, and a fre that (hall xever P out; 
ſo that from bis face ye ſhall ſeek to fire, but ye ſhall not be bis. A fre 
unblown (hall conſume you ; the thing ſhall be in yor, whither (hall I 
o from thy ſpiric, or whither ſhall [fic from thy preſence ? if I «» 
end up into Heeven,thou art there, If I make wy bed in Hell, be- 
hold then art there alſo,If I take the wings of the worning and dvel 


in che ttermoſ} parts of the ſea, eyen there ſhall thine hand lead " 
| | an 


0.3 
Conſc}. 


—_—_—, A—Cu _n—_ SOR Jo! 


WoW OP —_ 5 w -» _ 


. (25) 
and fby right hand ſhall hold we, Plal. r39.7,$,9,10. And the time is 


wer ; the Lord hath ſpoken it,that he will fulfil it, 

There ſhall not need Armies to pull ye down ; nor ſword, nor 
fear 3 for, a ſword ſhall be in your own bowels,and a fire in j9:7 
onn fleſp, which ſhall byy» all the day long, and your torment ſhall 
ariſe out of yor;y ſelves, there ſhall not need impleading,or witne(7+3, 
ye (hall imple«d your ſelves, and witneſſe againſt your ſelves,and y::1 
Executioner ſhall be yory Guile 3 and as Armies ſhall come upon 
yu and compaſs ye about, and ye ſhall fall by the hand of þ11 
whom ye have lought to keep under, whom ye have perſecuted, who 
is Lird ard King, 

And though ye may think this ſtrange, and becauſe wen have yet 
ſeldom felc in thi world, the power of his wrath (which according 
4a manfeareth ſo it 15) and lo the Lord hath been forgotten, and 
bi fear caſt alide, through the wrong uſe made of the Lords forbear- 
ance by the Enemy, whoſe /ong-ſ firing ſhould have led unto Re- 

entancez Jet the things are trye, and a new thing will the Lord doe 
the Earth, at which all Nations ſhall tremble, and the Iſles ſhall 
be afraid, and the knees of all ſhall wax feeble,and ſmite one againk 
another, and your hands ſhall be weak,, and yorr heart faint, and 
1ſpirit ſhall be /eft inyou,andye ſhall be borriblie afraid ; fear ſhall 
compaſſe je round about, and the pit ſhall overtake you, and the 
ſnare (hall come upon you, And this I am moved of the Lord to 
write to you all who (hall riſe up againſt him who is King of Kings 
and Lerd of Lords, and who oppole hi Soveraignty,who is Lord of 
Al; and ye (hall know what ye have been doing, and che work, of 
Jour hand+ ſhall be eiven you. And the time is veer wherein theſe 
things ſhall be f-/filled ; and as certainly ſhall theſe things be 
as zeſball 4oethe things ; and affuredly ſhall they come to pals, as 
you ſhall compaſs the thing, And the Lord God ſhall thunder upon 
Jiu, and break you down with the Arm of bis power, and you | all 
feelthe lighting down of his Arm, his Soverai gnty, and Power,and 
be made ſubject unto it, Te duſt of the Earth, ye potſherds ye pieces 
of Clay, whom he will tread under hi feet as the mire in the /treets, 
n the day that he ſhall exerciſe hx Nominion over you all, which 13 
n everla;/ing Dominion, and ſway hx Scepter which is for ever and 
ever. And ths the Lord hath ſpoken, before whom are al! your waies 
and the thor glhts of y94r heart, who knoweth the ſecrets of your 
heart, and the betton:e of your thoughts, and what ye will doe a» 
8anſt þ;s people, and bis Son, and bis Dominion, and teileth 19! 
beforehand, and what (hall aſſuredly come upon jor if you doe theſe 

d : 


2 
chings, and wrong the innocent. The Lord my God ſhall come,and 
all hz Saints with thee, a devouring fire (hall go before bim, andit 
ſhall. be very cempeſtuons round about bim : He fhall cel to the 
Heavens from above, and to the Earth, that he may judge bj; peo 
plezand the Heavens ſkall declare bix Righteouſneſs,for God is Judge 
himlelf. Selah. 

Be wiſe therefore O ye Kings,Be Je inftruted Oye Fudges of the 
Earth. Kiſs the Son leſt he be Angry, andye periſh fromthe way; 
If ki wrath be kindled, yea bur a little, Blefſed are all they that 
put their truſt in him. For, Go itandeth in the Congregation of 
the Mightie ; he judgeth among the Gods. How long will ye judge 
unjuſtly, and accept the perſons of the wicked. SeJah. Defend the 
poor and Fatherleſſe, do jultice to the afflicted and needy, Deliver 
the poor and weedy ; rid them out of the hand of the wicked; They 
know not, neither will they underſtand ; they walk on in darkyefe; 
All the Foundations of the Earth are out of courſe. T have faid ye 
are gods, and all of you are the children of the moſt High ; But ye 
thall die like mex, and fall like exe of the Princes. Ariſe, O God, 
judge the Earth, for thox (halc Inherit a! Nations, Pſal. $2, And 
fo Iam clear of your blood, and of what ſhall come uponyou, it ze 
rurn againft the ixnocent, and impoſe upon Conſcience, the domi- 
»ion Of him who is Lord of ail. For, of the Lord God of Heaven 
and Earth, I ſay again am I moved to write theſe things to younn0 
knoweth what is neer, and if ye ſhall not take warning, your blood 
will be upon your own heads, Tam clear, And this know aſſures- 
lie from the Lord, whoſe Word it is,That your deftruRion will come 
as a whirlewind, and your calamity as a fire that burneth, who take 
not warning. For, the Lord is come to ſet up bzx own Kingdome, 
which is for ever and ever, and his dominion which ſhall never have 
end, and all the Nations of the people that will not ſerve zt, ſhall be 
broken tO pieces ; yea thoſe Nations ſhall »tterlie periſh, - and the 
plant of his Renown ſhall Reign over all for ever and over 3 the | 
mouth of the Lord of Holts hath ſpoken it,who alſo will doe 2t, and I | 
the time is neer. But fir/t the meaſure of the ſuffrings of by we 
muſt be fulfilled ; which now, haſtxeth, and will come on apacetil 

t 
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it be vp ; then ſhall that reign over all, which hath ſufred for evi! 
and ever, the Lord hath ſpoken it. And TI am preſſed in ſpirit, 
bowels of love, and tears of compaſſion to tell you ſo; that de tru 
may not come upon z0u'from the han! of the Loyd, or upon ##y 0 
301 but ſalvation, and that of God. The Lord God eternal, nn 
your ©; es that ye may ſee the Rock of Ages, and keep yow feet = 
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friking on it, that ye be not lit in pieces 3 It's wy love ( I ſay again) 


that preſſeth me thus to ſpeak, who would have zone of you to periſh, 
but ha all of you nuight have everlaſting life. For, thzz I know that 
e have need of the Lord,and of bz mercy,in whom is your breath, 
who hath delivered you, and a ſad thing it will be for you (ſhould it 
be ſo, which 1 defire may not be, and therefore do I write) to find 
hi, who ſhould be minded by you to be your friend, or yox are un- 
dime, to be your Judge in time of need; and how can ye otherwiſe 
expect it, if ye eurn againſt hz: people, and lay the innocent, and in- 
trench upon hz Dominion who /ives for ever. 

And thus have I powred forth the boſome of my love to you,whicls 
hall not be in Vain in the day of the Lord, if ic ſhould not be ce- 
ceived by you. For, then it will be a witzeſſe for the Lord, that bs 
ſought your good, (for he ſtirsin me, and of him this is) and ye 
would not. And my love ſhall return into xy own boſome, and 
bea Reward upon my head from the Lord in that day, when he ſhall 
judge every man according to hix works ; Who is witneſſe that in 
ſmeerity of heart, and tender bowels of love, and in hi fear IT have 
mrote co you + and this let me further lay unto you, and bear with 
me; forit is inl/ove; That you ſhall ſee the thing that is ſo much 
deſpiſed and heted to be Lord and King, and that there is ſalvation 
nz other, nor any other Name given under Heaven, by which 
pecan be ſaved. but by him ; who isthe light of the world, the true 
light that /ighteth every man that cometh into the world. In whom 
(slife, and the light of men, who was in the wor/d, and the xorld 
wasmade by him, and the world knew him not 3 who came unto bis 
onn, and hz own received him not, but as many as received him to 
them gave be power to become the ſons of God, even to as many as 
believein hx Name, which were born not of blood, nor of the will 
ofthe fleſh, nor of the wil of man, but of God. The ſame is he that 
Reproves, the ſame is he that makes manifeſt : whatſoever maketh 
manifeſt is /;zght, and al/:hings that are Reproved, are Made mani- 
felt by the 1jght. Wherefore he faith, Awake ther that ſleepeſt, and 
mile from tlie 4ead, and £ hrj/t ſhall give thee light, Epbeſ, 5. 13, 14- 
To thi take heed, in this believe; obey thi, fo will ye become 
b1/dren of the light of the 4ay, which makes manifeſt to others that 
their deed: are evil: and ſo, the blefing of God will be upon yor, 
nd jour poſterity for ever. The ſalutation of my love to je all, at 
thi time is ended. 

Thirdly, It follows ; That all they that impoſe upon Conſcience 1m 
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Firſt, Tatrench upon bs Dominion who is Lord of Conſcience; 
Secondly, They attempt that which they cannot EffeR, 


Thirdly, They ſet themſelves up in the Temple of God;above all hat 


is called God, or that is worſhipped, which 1s the Antichri}t Paul 
ſpeaks of, 1 Theſ. 2. 4- 

Forrthly, They limit that which is unl;mitaeble ns to man, which. 
nothing but the witzeſſe of God can limit, which is unlimitalle, 

Fifthly, They procure unto thewſelves the wrath of the Lamb: 
fi om whoſe wrath, the Kings of the Earth, and the great Men, and 
the rich Men, and ihe chief Captains,and the mighty Men,and every 
bond Man, and every free Man ſhall hide themſelves in the Dexs,and 
the Rocks of the morntains,. and ſhall (ay to the Rocks, and to the 
mountains fall on us, and hide 4 from the face of him that fitteth on 
the Jhroxe,and from the wrath of the lamb. For the great Day of 
kis wrath is come, and who ſhall be ableto ſtand, Rev,6.15 16,17. 

Fourtbly, It follows, That to limit Conſcience, is ts limit the Lord; 
becaule he is Lord of Conſcience, and to preſcribe to Conſcience in 
matters of Religion, 15 to limit Conſcience : For, he that puts the 
borad to a thing, limits the thing ; and be that faith thy, and that 
thou ſhalc doe, takes away the liberty of that, or of him to whom be 
ſpeaks it ; at leaſt ſo far, as biz power is to bis Word, or according 
to the intention of the thing, thougi he cannot effe& it ; and fobe 
ſets, or the thing ſpeaks it, (that is, hy ſo attempting) a bound tothe 
thing , and he that doth ſo takes upon him to be Lord of it, andof 
that which 1s Lord of the thiag. That which takes upon it to give 
Rule toa Thirg, tikes upon it to give law to that which hath rule 
ever the thing ; and he that doth ſo claims the Soveraignty over 
that which is Soveraigs of it. Now among Men this cannot be en» 
dured. Ant Cafar, aut nullys, either King or nothing, (aid Ceſar, 
as Hiſtories Report of him. And it isthe zature of every thing that 
hath Rule to be Abſolute; and indeed unleſie it be Atſolute,it 1not 
Rule. And where any Impoſitions are by another Power, there that 
which Rules caſts it aſide if it can, or ſeeks fo to doe; and can ſov- 
ner Or aſſoon ceaſe to be, as toſubmit thereunto; for the very (ub- 
milton thereunto ceaſeth it, and jt can be #9 longer called power, 
but that which 1s overit. And as life and death have no Interreg: 
num's, or Admittances of Comfpetitorſhips, but one ſtands in the diſe 
ſolution cf the other; ſo is Power and Knle. The ſpirit of each 1s 
nconſiient with the other, deſftrnrve, incompatible. Hence it com6s 
to pal, that all the I//ars are, and confauſions in the world. The mat: 


teris nhoſhall Rate * and he that Kules can't endures Compaurt; 
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and Seas Of blood have Nations ſwam in on this foot, and inexpreſi- 


iſe ſuflrings have been undergone by the Tvhabitants thereof ; and 
the Lord hath ſuffred it to be for a while in bj juſt judgement, el- 
ther for the determining of Kight, or to puniſh a wicked people 3 or 
for the trial of hz own therein,that a Teſtimony may be born to hiz 
Truth, and þ# Name may be glorified. Now, is ic ſo among Men ? 
and arc theſe things dogmatick, and of peremptery Aſſertion and 
concluſion, as it cannot be denied ; then how dares man preſume ſo 
much as to think of limiting the Lord, the Holy one of I ſrael ; or of 
qreſcribirg tO his Dominion, who is Lord of Heavex and Exrth,mnd 
ves to all life, and breath, and moving, and in whom al! things 
conlift ? Can he doe it and proſper ? or can he think to proſper,and 
deic? Or will the Lord hold him Guiltlefſe ? 4s T live (fairh the 
Lird) every kaee (hall bow to me, and every tongue ſeall confeſs to God, 
I em the Lord, that is my Name, end my glory will I not give unto a= 
nother 3 neither my praiſe to graven Images, as hath been ſaid; and 
wery thing is an Image that is not of Ged, 

So look to it, ye that /imit the Lord, ye that bound the God of Iſ- 
rel. Can ye ſpan the Heavens, or comprehend the dyſt of the Earth 
ina meaſure ; or weigh the mountains ina ballance ? Then may 
þ tell n Almighty what he ſhall doe, and izf?ry& the Holy One 

{ſrae!. | 

Fifthly, It follows, That Religion is to be ſquared according to 
that of God in the Conſcience; not according to the Diflates of men. 
Wherefore the Lord ſaid, Foraſmuch as this people draw neer me with 
their mouth, and with their lips honour me, but have removed their 
brarts far from megand their os towards mes taught by the precepts 
if men 3 Therefore,behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous work ,an1 
« wonder ; For, the wiſdom of their Wiſe Men ſhall periſh, and toe 
mderſtanding of their prudent Men ſhall be hid, fa. 29. 13,14, And 
ld Chri't Feſus to the Scribes and Phariſees, who made the Com-" 
nardment of God of none effet by their Traditions,- Te Hypocrices 
(laid be ) well did Iſaiah propheſie of you, ſaying, This people draw- 
eh nigh ungo me with their mouth, and honour me with their lips,but 
teir beart is far from me. But in Vain do they worſhip me, teaching 
fir doctrine the traditions of men, Matth. 15. 6, 7, 8, 9, 

Sixthly. Tt folfows, That outward Force is not to benſed in the 
Worf:ip of God. For, | 

Firjt, It cannot reach its End ; that is to ſay, compel! Conſcience 
(s hath been /hewed,) and that which cannot reach its End, at- 
lemps tn vain; 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Force is of another nature then Conſcience : and coy. 
trary natures never effe& the ftrutfing of each other. 

Thirdly, The worſhip of God is of awother nature then Fore. . 
Force is carnal, that isſpiritual, And a carnal thing cannot effect 
a ſpiritual end. 

Fourthly, Another then man 1s Lord of Confeience. 

Fifthly, Its unreaſonable to compel! another mans Conſcience 
where a an would not be compel'd himſelf. 

Sixthly, Its abſurd to apply means different from the eng. 

Seventhly, Its dangerous to ſet bounds to bim who is u#limita}le, 

Eightly, Its damnable to deſtroy the body for the Conſcience. 

Seventhly, It follows, That it 4 unnatural to make 4 man to ſuffer 
for his Conſcience, 

Firſt, Becauſe a 141 cannot direft hx own Conſetence, much /f 
another mans : And an unneturel thing ic is, for oxe man to deftryy 
and make another man to ſuffer for that which be would not have 
done unto himſelf, and which for h:wſelf he cannot doe. Now 11 
Man would be impoſed upon $imſe!f he would have bi Conſcience 
free, if be ſpake the bottome of bis heart, even he which impoſeth 

n another. And is not this an unnatura! thing in him, notwith- 
ſtanding he would not have ir done unto bimſelf to do it to enother ? 
And this aggravates the unnaturalneſs beyond compariſon, becaule 
he upon whom he impoſeth, cannot dire& hx own Rteps, nor can be 
who impoſeth upon him. As if a bd Man ſhould require another 
Man as blind as himſelf to go ſuch a way,and tread ſuch a path,which 
he can neither ſee himſelf, nor opex the eyes of the other to diſcern. 
All men who hear of this will judge, That this Blind Impoſer who 
can neither ſee himſelf, nor give eyes to the blind on whom he Im- 
poſes, and yet ſo Imapoſesto be out of the way, and to be as craelas 
unatural, and hi judgement will ſerve againſt himſelf. And thr 
art inexcuſable, O man whoſoever thou art, that judgeſt another, ani 
yet doſt the ſame thing. For, the Royal Law is, Whatſoever je would 
that men ſhauld do unto you,ds ye even ſo to them; for this is the Len, 
and the Prophets ; and this in all things faith Cbrif?, Matthn7.-12- Now 
he that doth to another,what he would nor be done nnto bimſelf, 
he doth who impoſes upon another, and yet would not be impuſes 
upon bimſelf, ſwerves from this Reyal Law, and is beſides the L0 
and the Prophets. Now the Lew and the Propbets are built upoN 
nature,and the Royal Lawis from nature ; that is, from that, 
upon that which is the ground of nature, which gives being £0 


things, and by which they are preſerved, And ſo ſaith be by whom 
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all =; are made, and by whom tbey are upholden. Therefore, all 


things (faith he ) one excepted, whatſoever ye would that men ſhould 


| do unto you: do ye evenſo to them; for this is the Law and the Pro- 


ets; as aforeſaid. And the reaſox and ground of it is plain,becauſe 
zl men being made of oye blood to dwell on a/! the face of the 
Firth; all men are to be concern'd in one law as to their preferva- 
tionon the Earth, and to ſwerve from that law which is the b3n4 
of nature to preſerve thoſe that are upon the earth, andco att con+ 
jrery thereunto, 15 unnatural. 

Beſides, ſuch a 914% 15 judged and condemned in bimſelf,and there- 
fore finneth, and i ſubverted, as is laid of the Heretick, who doth to 


I mither what he would not be done unto himſelf. For,he that would 


not have the thing done to himſelf, hath judged the thing ; that is, 
that ſuch a thing ſhould not be done unto him,and this be judgeth by 


I the law of nature, and ſo would not have it done to bimſelf, that 1s 


o lay, be judgeth that it 67ght not tobe done; and yet he doth the 
(ome thing to axotber,which be would not have done to bimſe!f, And 
lo ſuch a an i ſubverted, or that which was above in him, and did 
judge, is turn's under that, even by that which it judged; and this 
bring the /aw of netzre which ſo any uy and is tur#'d under, by 
tet which breaks the /aw of aature, by which it was judged, that 
w1isſubperted indeed, and finneth, being condemned in bhimſelf,or 
fingthe ſame thing which himſelf judged. And it is very remark. 
ble, that the 10-1 who are moſt guilty of this,that impoſe upon others, 
nd yet would not be impoſed upon themſelves,are moſtly crying out 
of Hereticks, who are the HHereticks according to thi deſcription of 
Paul by the Holy Gboſt, Tit. 3.11. So the theng 15 manifeſt which 7 
have aſſerted, viz. That for a man to take upon him to dired another 
who cannot intrnud} his own Conſcience ; to impoſe upon another who 
wuld not be impoſed upon himſelf in matters of Religiongs unnatural. 
Now her's the Rock on which all do ſplit, who impoſe on Conſs/ + 
me; viz. the law of #ature, or he that gives being to «ll things, 
hoſe !aw is ſupreme to all. and will judge «/!, or every Man mui 
be judged according unto it. And this I ſay, That Ged 1s no Re- 
ſetter of perſons, but in every Nation be thar feareth h1m,and work- 
th righteouſneſſe is accepted of hizr, Acts 10. 34, 35, But be that 
&hiſerh him ſhall be lightly efteemed, 1 Sam. 2, 30. Andold E/z 
ew what th/z was, to whom the Lord ſpake ic. and ro bx houſe, be- 
auſe they kick't at his ſacrifice,and at bz offringywhich he had com- 
minded in hi habitation, and honoured h#x 50ns before Jim to 


make themſelves fat with the chiefejt of al! the offrings of Tſraell his 


eople. 


| « _ 
people. Wherefore the Lord of Iſrael hath ſaid that-thy Houſe ang 


the Houſe of thy Father thould walk before me for ever. But nowthe 
Lord faith,be it far from me for ever ; for they that bonour me I will 
benour,and they that defpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed. Behold,the 
day is come that 1 will cur oft thine Arm, and the Arm of thy Fa. 
thers Houſe, and there ſhall not be an o/d man in thine Houſe, and 
thou (hal: ſee an *nemy in wy Habitation ; in al the wealth, which 
God (hall give Iſrael,and there ſhall notbe an o/d Man in thine Houſe 
for ever ; and the Man of thize which I ſhall not cut off from wixe 
Altar ſhall be to conſime thine eyes, and to grieve thine heart, and 
all the increaſe of thine Houſe (hall die in the flowr of their Age; and 
this ſhall be a ſign unto thee that ſhall come on thy two Sons, on 
Hophni and Phineas,in one day they ſhall die both ef them and I will 
raiſe me up a faithful Prieft which-{ha!l do according to that which 
is in mine heart,and in my mind,and I will build kim a ſure Houſe, 
and he (hall walk before mine Anointed for ever. And it ſhall come 
to paſs that every one that is left ini thy Houſe ſhall come andcrouch 
to him for a piece of ſilver,and a morſel of breed; and (hall ſay,put 
me I pray thee into the Prieſts Office,that I may cat _ of bread, 
1 Sam. 2. 29. to the end, And they that do the /ike ſhall receivethe 
. like at the hand of the Lord ; and they that will have the - of the 

offring,which is the, Lords,and make themſelves fat with t 7 
of all the offtrings of Iſrael his people. kick at his Sacrifice, and at 
his oftcing, which he hath commanded in hz habitation, and doe 
bononr that before the Lord which themſelves ſet up , and che Lord: 
commanded not, but is contrary thereunco, who will have ns of- 
fring but what himſe/f commandeth, and as he commands who is 
Lord of Conſcience. They that doe otherwiſe deſpiſe him, and they 
that deſpiſe him ſhall be /ightly eſteemed 3 and what it is tobe 
lightly eſteemed (f the Lord Read as aboveſaid, 

Now (as Thave ſhewed,) Man cannot dire his own Conſcience, 
Its above himſelf; it is not in bim : if he would attempt it, be can» 
not accomplith it, he cannot pleaſe God, he cann«t _ his way) 
he cannot know God by any thing that is of mans (elf, For, be that 
cometh to God mult belicve that he is, and that he # a Rewarder of 
them that diligently ſeck him, Heb, 11.6, And without Faith it # 
impoſſible to pleaſe Cod, Heb.11.9. And Faith is the giſt of God. Foy 
by grace ye ave ſaved through Faith, and that not of your (elves, it 
the viſt of Go 1, Epheſ.2 $, If a Max could change his hearc he could 
ſace his foul ; and if he conld ſave his ſoul, he cou'd come at hu 
ſoul, which liesin death z and if be could direct bis ſteps, he could 
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rf op kg ya But in that he cannot come at, he cannot dired ; 
i e cannot dire, be cannot come at; and in that he 
caunot come at, be cannot ſave ; and in that he cannot ſave,be can- 
not change. For, the ſame that ſaves changes ; and the ſame that 
changes comes at, and the ſame that comes at direis. The natural! 
nan receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God; for they are fo1- 
lifeſſe unto him : neither can he know them, becarſe they are ſpiri- 
| tual diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2, 14. And thereis a natural body, and a 
| ſpiritual body 3 a natural man, and a ſprritval man, 1 Cor. 15-44 
| And the Head Of every man is Chriit, Now, who hath diredes the 
\ Tf ſpirit of the Lord, or being his Cornſellor bat taught bi ? With 
{ whom took be Counſel, or who in{trutied him, and taught hin in the 
| path of judgement, and tavght him knowledge. and ſrewed to kim the 
\ way of underſtanding ? Iſa. 40. 13, 14. Who can underſtand his er- 
rrs ? cleanſe me from my ſecret faults, Purge me with Hyſope and 
» | [ſhallbe clean 3 waſh me and I all be whiter then ſnow ( laid Da- 
, vidthe Kings Pſal. 19-12. 51.7.) "Create in me a Clean beart 0 God, 
, 1d renew a right ſpirit within me, Ver, 10. Its another thing then 
1 nan toſee þis wav, and trat brimge kim to God; and that makes him 
e | ounder/tand the things of God : that ſearcheth hi heart,and eryeth 
+ | '#reins, even the inner-m0/ parts of the belly ; that exlightens the 
Ki of bis underitanding which death hath cloſed 3 that doch all his 
works int him and for him that are wroughtin God ;_ that renews 
tim, that, changes him, that cleanſeth hin, ch.t gives him to know 
" tie wid of the Lord, and to wnderſtand his Countell, Chriſt Feſt, 
of. tis, the Light of the world, that lighteth every man that tometh into 
i den The me-ſnre of him in every man, the manifeſtation of 
" eſpirit which is given to every man to profit withall; which ſhews 
be NI evil, yea, the very Appearance of ev/,that teacheth to deny un- 
podlineſſe, and worldly tuits, and to liveſoberly, and righteonſly. and 
ce, godly mn this preſent world. That never did evil, nor conſentes to 
he - ; that check evil, reproves, and condemns it, and 1 kes tt ma» 
a _ that News man what he ſhould dog, what is good; He hath 
bat atabrpts, 0 man, what ir good, to do juſtly, ana to love merc ,and 
r of walk humbly with thy God, Micha, 6, $, That 1s i: man; though 
4 | of man. nor of the will of wax, nor of the fleſh, but of God,that 
For __ on Man, to thew bz» his way,and bis Enemy, and /friv's witl 
is | the ſtirit of the Lord it is thar (fy 1ves with fie, my ſpirit Mall 
ld | ' alwajes frive with leh that would not bave him de but rather 
big | rn and Vives Crhe chief Shepherd, and the 71/0 of the ſouls) 
ould Moisthe Ar of Godly the power of God to ſalpation z the grace : 
nod Co 
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God that hath appeared'unto Fj men ; The Goſpel of Salvation, the 


Ordinance of God ; unto bin, unto that of him in every man 
/ man muſt 
every man take heed, and'in it believe, and on it wait to ſee bis Eye. 
my, to know his ſtate, and rhe will of God, and to doe it ; and tohe 
delivered from evil and to receive the things of the ſpirit of God,and 
tO perceive them , which though it be in this world, yet is itnotof 
this world, but keeps in this world from the evil of the world, gf 
thoſe who are guided by it, aid leeds out of the world unto Gd; 
without whom we can doe nothing, who worketh in ws to wil,and to 
&ce of his good pleaſure, To whom be g/ory,and dominion everlaſting, 
Now. to puniſh a an for not doing that which he is not able to 
doe withour the help of another, of the Lord who gave him, andal| 
their breath, and being ; whoſe ſpirit is as the wind which bloweth 
where it liſtech ; and though a men heareth the ſound thereof, yer 
knoweth not from whence it comes, nor whither it goes. So # 
one that is boru of the ſpirit,(aith Chriſt, Fobx 3.8. For to make amay 
to (uffer for that which is out of bi--power to dire&:to killa manbe+ 
cauſe he cannot believe which,is the gift of God. To require that ofa 
man which none but God can perſwade him of, what more unnatural? 
Secondly, The movings of the Lord are in his own hand, notin 
the wall of man, No man can tell when the Lord will cell, or bi ſpi- 
Tit ſtrive, or bis light ſhine, nor can he compel it, Its a ſoveraignty 
beyond all men, The Creature muſt wait upon him, who haththe 
Keyes of David whoopeneth, and no man ſhutteth, who ſhutteth ans 
mo manopeneth ; who doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in Heaven and 
Earth; and who ſha!l ſay unto him what dojt thou ? whole remnant 
is as the dew; and the howrs on the graſs that tarries not for mar, 
nor waiteth for the Soxs of men, Mic. 5. 7. Now, if mawcannot 
»ove the movings of the Lord, nor command hz (ſpirit, nor open bu 
hand, nor cauſe his Son to ſhine, without which max can do nothing 
in the wor ſhip of God (and ſoit is.) And if bi Remnant ſhall be 
in the midi? of many people as a dew from the Lord, and as the (howrs 
on the-graſs, which tarries not for man, norwaiteth for the ſons of 
men and the Lord hath ſaid it.) And if he it c that is holy, be that # 
true that hath the Key of David that openeth and no man ſprtteth 
and ſputteth and ns man openeth (and the Lord hath ſpoken it bin- 
ſelf, Rev. 3.7.) And ifevery man is in thi ſtate of dependency 0 
the Lord (#5 without controverlie zt is,) Then what can be wore 
unnatural, then for man to kil hi fellow creature for not opening 
where he cannot ſhut, and for not ſhutting where he cannot open5 
for ot tarrying where he cannot ſtay, and for not moving where - 
cannot jf;r, 1h 
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Thirldly, The things of the Kingdome of Ged are righteouſneſſe, 
and peace. and joy in the Holy ghoſt, and the fruit of right eonſneſſe is 
ſys in peace of all them that make peace, Jam. 3. 18. Rom. 14. 17. 
And che 1hings that appertain to the worſhip of God, are things that 
beloug to the Kingdome of God. 

Now to force the worſhip of God, and to ſow the fruit of righte- 
wſreſſe in War and the Sword, what more unnatural to the things 
gppertaining £9 the Kingdom of God, The Weapons of our warfare 
(lud Parl) are not Carral, but mighty, through God to the pulling 
dawn of /frong holds, caiting down imaginations,and every high thing 
that exalteth 1t ſelf ag aint the kyowledge of God, and bringing. into 


| Coptivit7 every thought to ihe obedience of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 10, 4,5 Put 


w again thy ſword into bis place; for all they that draw the ſword 


| ball peri by the ſword, ſaid Chri't to Peter, Matth. 26. 52. David 


#25 not tO butld che outward Temple (the figure of the inward, the 


I ſjiritua/) becauſe he had been a man of blood, Thou hait ſhed blood 


aundantly, and haſt made great Wars ; thou ſhalt not byild a Houſe 
mto my Name, becauſe thou haſt ſhed much blood upen the Earth in 
# fight, was the word of the Lord which David ſaid came unto hin, 
(ging, When it was in bx mind to build an Horwſe for the Lord God 
of Iſrael 3 Behold a Son ſhall be born unto thee ((aich he of the word 
of the Lord which came unto him, when it was (o in þix mind to 
build the Lord an Houſe.) Who hall be a man of reſt, and I will give 
him reſt from all his enemies round about ; for his Name jhall be So« 
lmon, and 1 wil! give peace and quietneſſe to Iſrael in his Aaies, He 
hull build an Horſe for my Name, and be ſhall be my Son, and I will 
te be Father ; and I wil! etablifh the Throne of bis Kingdome over 
Iſrael for ever, ver. 9. 10. And when So/omen came to build 
the Tewple according to the patern which David had received from 
the ſpirit of the Lord (fo ſaith the Scripture.) An the patern of all 
thet be had by the ſpirit of the Courts of the Houſe of the Lord, Kc. 
And this(faid David )the Lord made me vnderſtand in writing by his 
band 1þ012 me,even all the works of tbis patern, (1 Chron.28.12,1 9.) 
there was neither Hammer uor Axe, nor any tool of Iron beard in the 
Houſe while it was in building. It was built of ſtone made ready be- 
ſme it was brovght thither, 1 Kings 6. 7. And when he was born 
whois Lord of All, the Angels Song was, Glory to God on high, on 
Lerth peace, good will towards Men, Even the multitude of the 
Heavenly Hoſt ſo ſang that were with the —_—_— 2- 12,! 4+ 
From whence then comes this bloody Re igion, this force and 

drms as tothe worſ15p of men's War 8 bleod,chis 17! will towards 
ha a 


Wen 3 


wen ; this deftruftion of mens Eftates,perplexity and trouble,this (uf. 


fring in Perſons, Families and Relations, even to death and tortures, 


and extreme ſuffrings in matters of Religion, things appertaining 
unto the worſhip of God, to his Kingdome ? Surely, Chrif is not 
born here ; Its not a Religion from him, He came not (as be faith 
himſelf) to deſtroy mens lives but to ſave. For, the Son of may 
Ciith be) came not to deſtroy mens lives but to [ave,Luke 9.56. Ther's 
0 heavy heart where he comes ; He mikes the heart glad, andthe 
ſpirit to Rejoice in God its Saviour; ſo ſang Mary when the Babe 
leaped in Elizebeth's Womb, for joy when Mary with Child with 
Feſis came to (aJute her. My ſoul (faith ſhe) doth magnifie the Lord, 
and my ſpirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour, Luke 1.46,47. Mind 
ye then the ſtate of your Religion, and from whence it comes, ye 
who dip it in b/o04. the blood of the innocent ; ſee whole badge it 
wears, and whoſe Name is upon it ; upon whoſe ſtock ic grows, and 
from whom it derives its Root and Offring, ſeeing it is none of 
Chriſts; and beware whilſt ye have time,leſt be daſh ye topiecesand 
give you your portion with Unbelievers and Mnrderers in the lake 
that burzeth with fire and br:m1;tone, there to be tormented with the 
Divel and bz Angels, for ever and ever, which is the ſecond death. 
For, the time 1s zeer,wherein the Kirg will ſay, As for all thoſe mine 
Enemies that would not have Me to Rein over them (but would 
reign over me,and my Domititon) bring them hither and lay them 
teſore me. 

Fernrthly, No man ever bated bis ewn fleſh : What more unnatural? 
What mere barbarous ? A! Nations he made of one Blood to dwell 
pon all the face of the Earth , and appointed them the bounds of their 
Habitation, if happily they meght ſeek after God, and find him; fir 
he is not far from any ef us ; for in him we live, move, and have our 
being, (then he i neer indeed,) and as ſome of your own Poets bave 
ſaid ; for we are bis Offfpring,ſaid Paul to the men of Athens,ARs 17. 

Now then, to whip, and to ſcourge, to fine and impriſen, to ſel! for 
bondmen-and bendwomen, to baniſhand to put to death for Religinn, 
| for Conſcience, for the worſhip of God,who hath made a/! men on the 


face of the Earth cf one blood, and appointed them the Bound of 
their Habicationz that which limits the Rovings of their mind, it 


happily they might ſeek after God, and feel, and find him, who hath 
pur @/! men into 1h# ſtate for that purpoſe ; for theſe to remove out 


of Countries. and Nations thoſe who were made of the ſame blood 


with them about Religion, What more hateful ? What more unnats- 
ral ? Hethat loveth not bis brother whom he hath ſeen, how _ 
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love God whom he hath not ſeen? whoſoever hateth his brother is a mut = 


derer, and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life dwelling 
him, 1 John 4.20. 3 15. And doth not he hate hzx brother who was 
made of the ſame blood, and hath the ſame bound ſer for hx Rabi- 
tation, that he might feek after God, viz. That which /imits, that 
which checks, that which Reproves, that which ſkews the way to God, 
that puts him to death, cruelly afflidts,diffreſſes,and baniſhes him,that 
makes hi life a /tving burial for þis Conſctence, who ſtands in the 
ſame capacity himſelf as to God,and need of him how to werſhip him ? 
And are not Haters in the Catalogue of thoſe, of whom Paul ſaith, 
That though that of God which was to be known was manifeſt in them, 
yet becauſe they liked not to Retain bim in their knowledge, he gave 

them over to 4 Keprobate mind, to do thoſe things which are not conve- 

nient ; Haters (faith he, Rom. 2. 19, 27, 30.) being filled with all 
mrighteouſneſſe, fornication, wickedneſſe, coverouſneſſe, maliciouſneſs 3 
full of envy. murder, debate, deceit, malignity, whiſperers,backþiters, 

baters of God, &c. The very mark of the Fatbey of perdition, and 

the Name by which ſuch are known as are bis Children. 

Fifthly, The mere any doe to others that which they would net 
tave done unto themſelves, the more unnatural are they, (as hath 
been ſaid.) For this, Therefore all things, whatſoever yewould men 
fnuld do unto you, do ye even theſame unto them, is grounded upon 
vature, becauſe al! men are of one ſtock and root, though they are 
many 3 many members of oxe body (as they are men deriving their 
Offepring from the Father cf them all, ) and fo as the members of the 
tody natural ſeeks the mutual benefit and advantage to each other ; 
and ſo doth unto each other, as It would be done unto, ſoſhould 
mer; Forlo it is in the body natura},which teacheth »2az who liveth 
n the body, and there is #0 ſchiſme in the Body where one ſpirit is N 
All, and guides a//, and leads each member to the benefit of each 0- 
her; and if e#e member ſuffer the reſt ſuffer with it; and if one 
member #5 exalted the reſt are glad ; becauſe they are in a Commu- 
uty, in oze common benefir, of oxe ſpirit, or one ſpirit it is that 15 
i, and guides them all. Now the body is not oxe. but many mem» 
bers; and where this is not ſo, or where 0ze member is hurting, Or 
defroying the other this is not natural : Ancther ſpirit rules then 
bet of the bedze,by which all are preſerved ; and whichin a/!, ſeeks 
the good of 2/l, and makes //to ſeek the god of one another; as they 
remembers of oe another, as of its own ſelf, becauſe it is not zts 
on, but the bodies 3 members of the body, and of 6 another. 

Now to whip, devour, beat, priſon, ftock,, jtarue, chain, baniſh,con= 


fiſcatez 


fiſcate, put to death z'to exerciſe cruelties to eeeb other, in thiy 
wherein each one is concerned equaly as another ; and not one a. 
bove anzther, and #0 one over another, brit all alike, as to their de. 
pendency on enother in whom 15 their breath; and as to the wor. 
#-ip of him without whom they can du nothing, and who requires of 
all men to be guided by him,elpecially as tobis worlhip,unto whom 
all maſt account ; when they would n':t be done fo to themſelves, 
What doth this argue but an unnaturalineſſe of ſpirit ? that is to lay, 
ſomething aCting them which is neither the ſpirit of the body natural, 
which ſeeks to preſerve, and is tender of its own, nor of che ſpiritual 
which hath regard to the natural, in which it is, and by which it js 
preſerved | And what is that ſpirit which 1s contrary to theſe, that 
Reads, that Devours,that 1s Cruel, that is Unmerciful ? Would Fe be 
done lo to your [elves ye that perſecnte another for his Conſcience as 
ye doeto him whom ye perfecute? would ye be compell'd to beof 
the Religion of him whom ye ſeek to compel to your Religion? I ſpeak 
to ſuch as make conſcience of Religion. Would ye have your Conlci- 
ence ſtrained who ftrain anethers 2 No by no means I have heard 
many ſay. But why then do ye that nnto others which ye would not 
have doneunto your ſelves ? Is this naturel ? Is this ingenuow ? Is 
this equal ? Come to conſideration, make another maxs Caſe your 
own ; would ye be fo whipt, fleck't, impriſen'd, mockt, fin'd, baniſht, 
put to death ? Put your ſelves in another mans ſtead; and thentell 
me what you would have done unto your (elves, and proportion bis 
ſuffrings according to what yo, wonld have on your own backs,and 
whether in cauſing him to ſuffer ye do not make your (elves to utter, 
when ye feel the ſtripes ye give unto another on your ſelves ; and 
whether in hurting him you do not hurt your ſelves; for be is a men- 

ber of you as tothe body natural? And is this natures! ? ; 
Sixthly, The more any man ſwerves from that which ſhould guide 
him, and is out of the wey,the more need be hath of pitie,and genie 
dealing to bring kim into the wayagain, not of knocking him in the 
head, that's unnatural. It was the Samaritan that was the mar 
Neighbour, who finding him ſtript of his Rayment, and wounded, 
(for be was fallen awoyg Thieves as he was going down from ferv- 
ſalem to Fericho) and lying in the way half dead (for ſo the Thieves 
left bim,) I fay it was the good Samaritan that powred Wine and 
Oil into bis wounds, and pur him upon bis beaſt, and carried hin to 
the In, and took care of bim, and gave Two pence tothe Hof on 
the Morrow when he departed, and ſaid, when 1 come again 7 wil 
repay thee whatſocyer thou halt lay out wore. But it was the Prief 
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and the Levite, that came and looked on him,and paſſed by og this 


fide and on that, yet helped hint not, Lyky 10. 30. tothe 38. Go thou 
and do ſo likewiſe (ſaid Chritt to the Lawyer who /icod up, and tem+ 

ed him, ſaying, Maſter what ſhall T do to inherit Eternal liſe ? and 

ring willing to Juſtifie bimſelf,after Jeſus had ſaid in Anſwer to him, 
what is written inthe law ? how readeſt thou ? and be had anſwered, 
thou fpalt love the Lord thy God with all thy beart, and with alt thy 
firength, and with all thy mind, and thy Neighbour a thy ſelf; and he 
ms anſwered again, Thou haſt anſwered right,Thi do,aud thou ſhalt 
live. And who is my Neighbour (faid be.) which now of theſe Three 
(faid Feſws to him when be had told him as aforeſaid) thinksſt thou 
wa Neighbour to him who fell among Thieves ? He that had mcrcie on 
bim (fad the Lawyer,)) Go and do thou ſo likewiſe, ſaid Feſus,ver.28, 
For the Lord defires mercie, and not ſacrifice, and the krowledge of 
Grd more then burnt Offrings ; and the ſacrifices of God are a bro- 
ken ſpirit. A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not de- 
fpiſe. For, thou delireſt not ſacrifice, elle would I give it thee; thou 
delighteft not 1m burnt Offrings : O Lord, open thou my lips, and my 
mouth ſhalt! ſhew forth thy praiſe. Deliver me from blend guiltine?, O 
God, thou God of my ſalvation, and my tongue ſhall ſing aloud of thy 
Righteonſmeſs. Then will I teach tranſgreſſors thy waies, and ſinners 


| ſhell be converted unto thee, Plal. 51.13, 14, 15-16, 17. This was the 


langnage,this was the way of the Holy Men of 014 ; though Kings, 
though Princes 3 and this was natural. and according to what they 
d have done unto themſelves,and ſuitable to men who were ſen - 
ſible of what ſtate they ſtood in,and of the tate of ai men unto God. 
But the Diſciples who who would have had fire commanded from 
Heaven on the men of Samaria to conſume them,as Elizs did, becauſe 
they receiv'd not h:m when he ſent Meſſengers before bz face,becauſe 
bi face was as if be would go to Feruſalem ; knew not of what man- 
ner of ſpirit they were of, and (o Chri/t told them, Luke $g.55,56, And 
which of you having an Oxe, or an Aſſe fallen into a pit, aud will not 


fraightway pull him out on the Sabbath day,Luk. 14-5.be d'th not ſay 


knock him in the head,but pull him ont,and chat /traightway,yea,on 
the Sabbath day, even an Oxe,or an Aſſ fallen into apit,Mark 3.4. 
Now, Deth God take care of Oxen ? (for it & written in the law” 
of Moſes,thou ſhalt not muzzle the mouth of the Oxe that treadeth out 
the Corn,,) Or, ſaith he it altogether for our ſakes ? For our ſakes no 
dunbt it i written, that he that ploweth may plow in hope; and be 
thet threſheth :n bope ſhould be partaker of bis hope, 1 Cor. 9.10. And 


fear not them whick, kall the bodie, but are not able to kill the ſoul ; 5: 


rather 


rather fear him who i able to deſtroy both ſoul and body in Hell, 4r« 
not two ſparrows ſold for a farthing, and one of them ſhall not fall tg 
the ground without your Father. For,the very hazrs of your head are 
all numbred. Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value then many 
ſparrows,Matth. 28. 29, 30, 31, And make ſtrait paths for your feet, 
lejt that which iz [ame beturn'd out of the way,but rather let it be hea. 
led, (this is natural, ) Heb. 12.13. And Brethren, if any man be 4. 
vertaken with a fault,ye who are ſpiritual refiore ſuch a one with the 
ſpirit of meekneſſe, conſidering thy ſelf, leſt thou alſo be tempted ; and 
bear ye one anothers burdens (this is natural,) not lay burdens upon 
oxe another, and ſo fulfill the law of Chriſt,Gal.6,1,2. And in meek- 
xeſs in{tructing them that oppoſe themſelves, if God peradventure will 
give them Repentance to the acknowledging of the Truth,and that they 
may recover themſelves, (not kyock them 1n further) out of the ſnare 
of the Divel, not lend them to the Divel)) who are taken Captives by 
him at his will, 2 Tim. 2. 15. And, bolding faſt the faithful word s 
he hath been taught, that he may be able with ſound Dofirine, (not 
with coercive Laws and Clubs) both to Exhort and Convince the gain- 
ſayers. Such a oxe mult a Biſhop be (faich Panl) no triker (that 5not 
natura',) Tit. 1 7 9. And the Apoſtle renounced the hidden things 
- of diſhoneſty (as Paul (peaketh, 2 Cor, 4. 23.) but have Renounced 
(faich he) the hidden things of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſſ, 
nor handling the IVord of God deceitfuly ; the Word nigh in the 
mouth, and in the heart, chats the I/ord of faith which we preach 
(ſaith he, Rom. 10. 8.) whole Commiſſion to the Gentiles was, To 0+ 
pen their eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God, (not unto the power of Satan, That thy 
might recerwe forgiveneſs of ſins, and inberitance among them that 
are ſanitified by faith which is in me((aid Chrit to bim when he met 
him in the way as ke wastravelling to Damaſcus with Letters from 
ee high Prieſts to pcrſecute thoſe that believed in that Name, andto 
bring them bound to Feruſalem ; and he told him (after he had 
ſtruck him down, and a great Light thined about him, and be had 
asked who art then Lord )) I am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt, AQs 5. 
2. tothe $. 26, 9. © the 19. and be handled not the JYord of Gus 
deceitfully,) But /y manife/tation of the Truth (not by Declaratins 
of Laws and Arms) commending our ſelves ((aid he) to every mans 
Conſcience in the ſight of God, And we then as workers together with 
bin, (with God,not with Arms,) Beſeech ye alſo (aith be, 2 Cor. 6- 
7, tothe 11.) This was natural; a natural Father according to the 
ſpirit, to hi natural Children ; To Timothy mine own Sox Mn 
all 
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"Faith 3 1 have no.man like minded who will [n«turally] care for jout 
ſtate : for all ſeek, their own, not the things which are Jeſus Chriſts. 


But ye know the proof of him, that as a ſon with a father he hath ſer- 
ned with me in the Goel, x Tim. 1. 2. Phil. 2. 19, 20, 21, 22. And 
ye beſeech you alſo (ſaith be) that ye receive not the grace of God im 
vein; for be ſaith, T have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the 
day of ſalvation have I ſuccoured (not deſtrayed) thee. Behold now + 
the accepted time ; behold now i the day of ſalvation (not of de- 
frufiion ) groing no offence in any thing that the Miniſtry be uot bla- 
med, (ſee what blames the Miniftrie ) ut in all things approving on 
ſelves as the Miniſters of God, (and ſee what they are, and whac they 
doe and ſuffer) in much patience, in afflitions, in neceſſities, in 
ditreſſes > in ſiripes, (they did not give, but ſured them) in im- 
priſouments, 1 tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſtings : Fy 
purenc(ſe, by knowledge, by long-ſuffring, (not cauſing others to 
{uffer,) Ly kndneſſe, by the Holy Ghojt,(not by Arms and carnal wea- 
pons,) /.y the power of God, (not the power of n12#,) By the Armour 
of Righteouſneſſ, (not of Laws and Force,) on the Right hand, and 
on the left 3 by honour and diſhonoxr, (not minding titles of honour, 
nor regarding reproach, but they went throngh al!,) Ry evil Report, 
and good Report (all was as one to them for the Goſpel (ſake that they 
might beget unto God, )) As Deceivers, and yet true; (here are Exam- 
ples indeed, and natural Fathers in the Goſpel ) As unknown, and 
jet well known 3 4s dying, and yet behold we live, #s chaſined,and not 
kiled, (theſe were they that went before.) As ſorrowful, yet alwaies 
Rejoicing, (mark their ſteps,)) As poor, jet making many Rich : as 
baving nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things, Theſe were the Mini- 
fers of the Goſpel; and this was the way of Truth, and this is the 
way of Truth; and in this way of Truth, and of the Goſpel they 
walked who weat before, who were natural Fathers in the Geſpe! 
begetting aatyral Children unto God; fleſh of bis fleſh, Bone of 
bi Bone 3 Begotten agein of the Immortal Word which abides for ever, 
but the contrarie to this, (Force, and Sword, and Arms, and 
Conftraint, and Priſens, and Perſecutions, and Fixes, and Confiſ- 
cations, and WWhippings, and Scourgings and Baniſkments , and 
Death,) is unnatural, Its not the ſeed of God, its not the born of 
Ged, Its not a natural Father, its not a natural Child ; its not a 
natural begetting,who were bory (ſaith he) not of blood, nor the will 
of the flefſy, nor of the will of man, but of God, John 1. 13. They perſe- 
cite not 3 its the born of blood, of the will of the fleſh, of the wil! of 
men, not of God, to perſecite ; it's of the Divel (bebold the _ 
F {a 


-- 


hall caſt ſome of y0u into priſongthat ye way betried : and ye ſhall has 
Tribulation ten daiet, Rev. 2. 10+ 
It of Abaddon & Apollionzthe King of the Locus that came ou yf 
the Bottomleſt Pit z the Ange! of the bottomleſs pit,whoſe Paper wer, 
like unto Horſes prepared to battel,z& on their beads were (@ it wer, 
Crowns of gold, and their face: were a4 the faces of men,and their bajy 
as the bair of women,end theiv teeth as the teeth of 1, yonr,and they has 
breajt-plates 4s it were breaſt-plates of Irony and the ſound of this 
Wings were 4s the ſound of Chariots of many borſes running to batth, 
Ani they bad Tai's likg unto war jag ky and there were ſtings in the 
Tails, and their power was to hurt wen Rev.9.7,8, 9,011, (ſer our 
Pourtrai&ure, ye Perſecuters, and who is your King, and what is31yy 
work,and how unnatur.lye are, who perſecute ſor Conſcience.) 

It; of Hagar the Bond Maid, not of Serab the Free Woman, Ittof 
the firſt Covenant (fo ſaith Par!) which things (ſaith be, Gal: 4. 21, 
to the end) are an Alegorit (to wit, the two Sons of Abraham ac 
cording tothe fleſh, of which be had ſpoken.) Foy it i« writton, A. 
braham had two ſons, The one by a Bond maid, the other by a Free 
Woman, But he that was born of the Bond woman, wis born after the 
fleſh, but be of the Free woman was by promiſe, which things are an Als 
legorie, For,theſe were the Covenants, the one from the Mount Sindi 
Which gendreth unto bondage, which is Agar. Forgthis Agar it Muunt 
Sinai in Arabia, and anſwereth to Jerulalem which now it, andit is 
bondage with ber children, But Feruſalem which is above is freegwhich i 
the mother of us all; For it i« written,Rejuice thou barren that thin 
beareſt net,break, forth and cry that thou travelle/t notyfor the deſolate 
bath many more children then ſhe that hath an Husband. Nowve 
brethren as Iſaac, are the children of the promiſe. But 48 then he that 
was born after the fleſh, perſecuted him that was born after the ſpirit, 
ſo it is now. Nevertheleſs what ſaith the Scripture ? Cajt out the bon! 
woman, and ber ſon 3 for theſon of the bond woman ſhall not be Heir 
with the ſon of the Free woman. So then, Brethren, we are not (who 
perſecuted oe but were ws root children of the bond woman 
- (which perſecuted) but of the free, 

[ts the ſon; of the Sorcereſs, the ſeed of the Adulterer, and the 
Wh re,that make a wide mouth, and (port cheniſelves, and drow 08 
the tongue, enflaming themſelves with Idols under every green tree, 
(as the Prophet ſaith, iſa, 57. 3. to the 15.) ſlaying the children of 
the Valleys uinder the cleſts of the Rocks. The children of the whore 
that bath diſcovered her ſelf to axothcr then to me (ſaith the Lord,) 


nho is goxue vp, and hath exlarged her bed, and made # Comet 


| with «theres, who {oved their bed w en ſheſaw It, whoſe portion ir the 


ſmooth ſtones of the /iream ; They,they are ber lot even to them hath he 
d forth a drink, offering,and offered a meat offering. The chil- 

dren of her of whom the Loyd ſaid, Shall I receive comfer in theſe? 
Who upon « lofty bigh mountain ſet her bed, and thither went up,end 
ed ſacrifice,and behind the doors O the poſts ſet up Remembrance ; 
whoſe children are children of tranſgreſion,a ſeed of ſalſebood ; who 
went int to the King with Ointments, and did increaſe her perfumes, 
1d - her Meſſengers far off, and debaſed her ſelf even to Hell; 
tr who wat wearied in the greatneſt of her way, yet ſaid not there is 
no hope ; that ſound the life of her hand, therefore w.H not grieved; 
ſu that w.# affaid,and fearedgand lyed,and remembred not the Lord, 
wr laid it to heart z who when the Lord beld bis fooen even of old, 
fie feared bim not 3 of whom the Lord hatb ſaid, I wil declere thy 
righteouſneſs, and thy workyyfor they hall not profit theez To whom 


1 the Lord Caich, when thou cries let thy Companies deliver thee. The 


vind ſhall carry them all away,venity ſhall taky them ; but he that put- 
tth big truſt i me (hall poſſeſs the land, and inberit my holy mountain. 

To Conclude, Its the great Whore, the Mother of Harlots, My= 
ferie Babylon, the Great, the mother of Harlets, and abominations of 
the Kerth, (an n1naturel Woman) that Fobn ſew drunk with the 
thed of the Saints, and with the blood of the Martyre of Fe« 
ſw, Rev. 17. The great City, which Reigneth over the Kings of the 
Lerth, in whom was found the blood of Prophets, and of Saints, and 
if all that were lain on the Earth, Rev. 18. 24, Come hither ((aid be, 
ofthe ſeven Angels which had the ſeven Vials to Jobn) and I will 
Jew thee the judgement of the great whore that ſitteth upon many was 
tre, with whom the Kings of the Earth hath committes Fornication, 
nd the Tnhbabiters of the earth bave been made drunk with the 
Wint of hor Fornication , ſo be carried me away in the ſpirit 
(laid wo] into the wilderneſs, and I ſaw « woman ſit upon a ſcar» 
&t coloured beat full of Names of blaſphemie, baving ſeven heads and 
tit horns 3 and the woman wa arrayed in purple, and ſcarlet colour, 
nd decked with gold and precious flones and pearls, having a cup of 
gd in ber land, full of abomtination, and filthineſs of ber Fornica« 
tion : And upon her forehead was a Name written z Myſtery Babylon 
the Great, the mother of harlots,and abominations of the Earth, And 
Ifaw the woman drunken with the blood of the ſaints, and with the 
Wood of the Martyrs of Jeſus. : 

Finally, And the Dragon who when he ſaw he was caſt into the 
Lorth, perſecuted the woman which brought forth the man child,Rev:. 
2.13. And laſtly, its God that judgeth the Righteous, and its God 


be turn not he will whet his ſword; alſo he hath bent bis bow, ang 
made it ready ; Its God that bath prepared for btm the inſtruments of 
death ; Its God that ordaineth his Arrow againit the perſecuters BL 
”. Il, 124 13. 

Seventhly, The wore any go from the way of peace in things re: 
Jating to the wor ſkip of God,zthe more unnatur-] they are. Forybe that 
is Head of the Church which is in God; living ſtones built uponthe 
/wviag Foundation, is King of Righteouſneſs, «nd King of peace,qf the 
mcreaſe of his government ana peace there ſhall be no end upon the 
Throne of David, and upen his Kingdom to order it, and eſtabliſh it 
with judgment, and with juſtice henceforth even for ever, The zeal of 
the Lord of Hoſts ſhall perform this, Iſa.g. 7. And tow a Childs 
born, tous a Son 24 given, and his Name ſtall be called Wonderful, 
Counſellor, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of Peace, ver. 6, 

T his Force 1s nots its War and not Peace; its inſtruments are not 
the In/truments of hi Kingdom and Government which is Peace. Its 
not #atural; its not the natural SubjeR of the Prince of Peace, Its 
- not the xatural! Child of the Everlaſting Father,. Tt ſpeeksnot the 
Language of hx Kingdome; Its another Eccho then that-whichthe 
wultitude of the Heavenly Hoſt, that were with the Ange! (ang at 
1113 Birth, viz. G!zrze ro God on high, on Earth Peace, Good will to- 
wards men, (as hath been ſaid.) Its another Meſſage then the Goſpel 
which 1s a Goſpel of Peace, of Glad-tidings :. How beautiful upon 
the mountams are the feet of him that bringeth good tidingsgthat pubs 
ltſh peace, that bringeth good tidings of good things, publiſheth ſalva- 
rien, that ſaith unto Sion, thy God reigneth, Iſa. 52,7. How beautiful 
are the feet of them that preach the Goſpel of peace, and bring glad 
ridings of go0d things, Rom .10. 15. Webring unto you ((aid the 4u- 
gels tothe Shepherds who (ang at hix Birth) Good tidings of great jy 
which ſhall be unta all people ; for unto you is born this day in theCi- 
ty.of David , a Saviour, which 4 Chri't the Lord, Luke 2. 10. 11. 1 
am Gabriel that tands in the preſence of the Lord, and amſent to 
ſpeak unts thee, and to ſhew thee theſe glad tidings, (aid the Ange!to 
Zachary as to John that fhould prepare the way before him, Luke 1, 
19. And :t came to paſs afterwards that he went through every Cit), 
and Village, preaching and ſhewing the glad tidings of the Kingdon 
of God, laith Luke of Feſw, chap. 8. ver. 1. And we declare untoy0u 
Glad tidings how that the promiſe that was made unto tbe. Fathers, 
God hath fulfilled the ſame unto us their chil lren 11 that he bath raiſed 


up Jeſus again,as it is written in the ſecond Pſalme,Thou art my - 
Wake! 


that is angrit Fith the wicked every day, Its God thar bath uid: it 
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tht is within b1m much leſs can the things of the ſpirzt be known but by 


day have T begotten Thee, faith Peter of him, Ads.13.32,33. And the 


| ſpirit of the Lord God tis upon me, becauſe he hath Anointed me 10 Preach 


good tidings unto the Meek, he hath ſent me to bind up the broken hearted ; 
to-proclaimt liberty to the Captives,& the opening of the Priſon to them that 
are bound 3 To proclaime the acceptable year ofthe Lord, and the day of 
vengance of onr God ; To comfort all that Mourn ; to appoint unto them thay 
Mourn Beauty for Aſhes ; the Ole of Foy for Mourning ; the Garment of 
praife for the ſpirit of Heavineſs; that they may he called Trees of Righ- 
teuſneſſe. The planting of the Lordgthat he might be glorified,E(a.61:192,3. 
Thi is his Kingdome, and the things thereof; and his x bis Dominion ; 
and the things that appertaine thereunto; But what is that which is 
died in blood, in the b/08d of the Saints, and the Martyrs of Feſus,and fil- 
:d with the ſufrings of the Innocent ; of Men becauſe of Conſcience? and: 
what Unnaturalneſs is there in this ? in force, to the things appertaining 
tothe King dome of God. 

Eightly, The things of the Kingdome of Ged are ſpiritxally diſcerned. 
The Natural-Man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God,for they are 
fueliſhneſs unts him, neither can he know them, for they are ſpiritually diſ- 
cerned, 3 Cor. 2.14. And no man can ſay that Fei is the Lord, but by the 
Holy Ghoſt, 1 Cor. 12.3. And «l! things are delivered me of my Father,and 
1 man knowetb the Son but the Fatherneitber knoweth any man the Father 
"t the $01, and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal him, Mat.11.27. 

Now it is an Unnatural thing to deſtroy a man, or cauſe him to ſuffer 
for that which he cannnot do without Another, without the ſpirit-and the: 
ſpirit of the Lord is in #9 mans power, nor he that is born of the ſpryit, 
nd be that comes to God (to worſhip him)for that is the neareſt approach 
unto Go4 )) 1ſt know that he is 3 and- no man can know that God x, 
but by Reve/ation as aforeſaid. Now Force is not Revelation ;it may be: 
m «ccaſion of turning a man from Revelation; or from that in him which 
hews h1 the-will of God, the meaſure of God, for fear of ſufferings ; to» 
deny the witneſs of God in him, or, to have bis fear towards God to be: 
raght by the precepts of men. It may end his dayes here in thir world, 
were is the hour of his viſitation to know God ;, but to ſhew him God it 
cannot ; nor the things of his Kingdome which are as he 18, And hereis: 
alore ſtrait chat men moſt LUnnaturally are put unto in the caſe of force; 
ther to undo their Conſciences in bowing to what force will put upon 
P;or to be 14d one in their bodies,for having regard to 1heir conſcience. 

Nanthly, No man knoweth the tbings that are in man ſave the ſpirit of 
nan that is within him : no man kneweth the things of God but the ſpirit 
ifGod, 2 Cor. 2. 11. 

Now,if the things of man cannot be known byman,but by the ſprrit of man: 


the 


the paris, and then how can Force reveal the things of the ſpirit of G47 
which are | maprcy diſcerned,ſeeing it cannot know the things thatare 
in m14# ? For, the ſpirit it is (not Force)that ſearcheth «ll things ; Yee, 
the deep things of God. Now,it is a mo/# unnatural thing to apply Force 
for the inſtruGing of 2 wan inthe things of God,when ic cannot know the 
things of man. And this 1s manifeſt. 

Tenthly, All mew mult account 10 God, He is Lord of all, and i 
judgement noxe can eſcape. It will not be an Anſwer to biw in that day 
this Law commanded,this Power required;but what be hath ſhewed _ 
to be good, to have followed that, viz. To beve done juſtice,to beve loved 
wercy, ts have walkgd humbly with Cod z this the witmeſs of this from the 
witneſs of God that moved to ſuch things, that ſuch things are done, ait 
moved, this will bc a good anſwer, and rething elſe, And at every mans 
peril it will beio that day, what be hath done in the body, in anſwer to 
the witneſs of God. For whether it be better to obey God, or Man Judge 
ye» ſaid the Apoſtles to the Phariſees ; we ought to obey God rather they 
Men, As 5. 29. whether it be right in the ſight of God to bearken umoyre, 
more then wnto God, Fudge ye,Abts 4.19. when they commanded them not 
eo ſpeak ot all;nor teach in the name of Feſus; and when they ſaid, did mt 
we ſtritily command you, that you ſhould not teach in this name ? and behold 
ye have filled Jeruſalem with your Dodrine,and intend to bring this mans 
blood upon us. And who bath required theſe things will the Lord ſayas he 
did to Iſrae! of old, who came and ſate before bim as bis people, and 
offered unto him (which he commanded) when therr hands were full of 
blood. How much more wil he ſay the ſame to them who offer that which be 
doth not require, and force thereuntoz who hath not required the on 
or the other; butthe contrary. And every man, both be that forceth, 
and he that is forced muſt then account for himſelf toGod, and anſwer 
to the witneſs of Ged ; according to what it teſtifies of his obedience, or 
otherwiſe to that which reprov'd in bimyzand ſhewed to him what he ſhould 
do : here will tand the ſtate of a/! men before their Judge, whether thy 
will hear or not, in the day of their viſitation. And this the Lord hath 
ſpoken, whether ye will hear, or whether ye will forbear. I forced my ſelf 
therefore , and offered a burnt offering, was not an excuſe for $Saul,to the 
Prophet of the Lord ; but Samnel ſaid to Saul, becauſe he forced himſe! 
Thou haſt doae fooliſhly, thou haſt not kept the Commandment of tho Lord 
thy God, which he commanded thee. For, now would the Lord have efi«- 
bliſhed thy Kingdome upon Iſrael! for ever.But now thy Kingdome ſpall nit 
continue ; the Lord hath ſonght him « man after his own heart. And the 
Lord hath commanded him to be Captain over his people, becauſe thou bat 
not kept that which the Lord commanded thee,1 Sam. 13.12.1314» 
Therefore,it is a m0/t tinnatural,and vain thing for mex to impoſe up- 
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Golf rhe Plex of a Power, or a Law, or the being in power co make n law 
would avail,it were ſomething : but the /aw and the power,and thoſe who 
wade it,in whom was the power. (1fay not the power of God, for that is 
not the power of God, that works againſt God in hi worſhip,)coming to 
be judged by the Higher Power,which is Lord of a/l. (and come it muſt) 
what ſefety is there cither to bow to man,who is from that power, or for 
yento bow to mangto that, which is not the power unto which they muſt 
account ? And how unnatural is it to require this ? 

Eleventhly,W ho can know the Error of bis way ? Purge me from my ſe« 
cet faults, Plal,19.12.And if a man cannot underſtand bis Errors, witk- 
out the help of another,nor be cleanſed from his ſecret faults withour the 
Lird ? then how can he worſhip God without the ſpirit of the 1. ord? and 
how unnatural is it to make hzm to ſuffer for not worſhipping God without 
bi = — mage Force is in the wor ſhip of God there 1s not the ſpi- 
rit of God. 

Twelfthly, (and to add no more) God # & [)irit, and they that worſhip 
bim,ont worry bim in (pirit and in truth ; and ſuch the Father ſeeks to 
yorfoip bem, Joh.4-23,24. How unnatzrala thing is it then ro force a 19% 
to worſhip God, orto make him to ſuffer for not worſhipping by thac 
which is not ſpirit ? I ſay,whichis notſpirit,the ſpirit-of God ; for there 
weſpiritual wickedneſſes in high Places,and the Rulers of the darknes of 
bs world, which is ſpirit, but not the ſpirit of God, the breath of the 4!- 
nighty,by which «//chings were made & faſhioned,8& unto which a/lmuſt 
return. | 
And now, O je Papiſts((o called) & a! other Sefs who deny the ſame 

liberty to others, which your ſelves would have,Theſe things have T wrote 
for your ſakes,that.ye may know on what ground ye ſtand,& where ye are 
to Liberty of Conſcience.If it be only for your own Particulars that you 
ould have Liberty of Conſcience ; where you are not Foreprized,or ex- 
ted by any particular provifion of Law from ſuffering, (o you would 
lave liberty of Conſcience from the power that's above you; & yer will not 
gnethe ſame liberty when your ſelves are in power to them that are under 
yu : your Plea is not good,nor is it placed ona Right ground,nor have ye 
conſidered the matter as Men. For, Sapiens morpit a fine, (i. e.) a wiſe 
man begins from the end of « thing ; and it is that which will bo/4 throvgh- 
utthat muſt Rvle in the Caſe 3 and not rhat which will hold ozly to thi, 
and that particular, For, wiſe men make the ground of things the bottoms * 
on which they ſand.So Took to your Grounds; for,it it bechat Conſcience 
8 free, therefore it is that:3e ought to have your liberty ; this will hokd 
to all as to 0xe,btc2nſe Conſcience 18 the fame in all,8 of the ſame nature, 
ind a/! men ſtand in the ſame Capacity as to Conſcience in the wor ſip of 
bid; & if it be the Cris of Conſcience indeed that ſpeaketh in yor,it cries 


cry for Liberty where ye are bound by the law, becau ye thin thts 
ought to have your Liberty but others not,8 ſo when yo, can makeia l;y _ 
or are in pomer-ſo to do,you wil bindJethers tothe ſame ſquare of jp nl 
ligion,of your'conſcience;this wil not hold,for.others in power wil j retend 
the ſame Right as you, and that they are in the Right, becauſe they arein 
power; and therefore may impoſe upon ethers & be free themſclves,& will 
produce the ſame ground, viz. becauſe they are in power, and bei in 
power they are to judge what their own Conſcience is, & whats fit for 
another,and lo the Fas Divinum,or the lawfulneſs of the thing will not 1; 
inthe right;that is to ſay, That conſcience ought not to be forc't,buc in the 
power ; Its in ozr hands, and you ſhall.do- ſo or ſo as to the Worſhip of 
God, as we appoint. And lo che ſize, or the ſquare,or the Tools all fo 
in the power, ' For , you your ſelves when you are in the power doin 
thu, and complaining of the ſame in others when they do it upon you, nill 
make yours to be the diamter, the ſquare, or ſize of another, as he made. 
bis to be the diameter of yours. And yet ye complain of «nothers.(being 
1n power) making 8 ſize for you. And why may he not (by your on 
Rule,chough 1 approve not of that rule neither,but its good againſt your 
ſelves) a5 well as yox make a ſize for axother. Now this (as T1 haveſaid) 
voids your Plea, and renders ye JuSiged by your ſelves in the thingsthat 
- ye allow; and fo yearenot happy. For jour very impoſing upon axther 
when you are 1n power,and yet complaining of the ſame when ye are un- 
dergjuſtifies another that impoſes upon you,& condemns your ſelves. Now 
Happie is bethat condemns not himſelf in the thing that he allows, and al- 
lows not that which himſelf condemns, and fo by building again the 
;bings that he hath deſtroyed maketh not himſelf a Tranſgreſſor. 
To Conclude th;s Particular,8 therein this Treatiſe,Its my love to yall 
that made we to write,its the Lord that moved me thus to write, Tour day 
draws towards an end,yorr time is ſhort .yea,very fhort:long & many wat- 
nings ye have had, The ſpirit of the Lord hath ſtrived with you long,and 
waited to be gracious,his [pirit will not always ftrive with fleſh,your breath 
1s in your noſtrils, an{ when it paſſeth from you, in that very day your 
thoughts perifh. It behoves you to conſider whilſt ye have time,% to knon 
the things that concern your peacezere it be bid from your eyes, For, #1 
have faid, your day draws towards an end (the day of your Viſitation) 
your time 1s ſhort, yea very ſhorc, the night is at hand, your thred's net! 
. ſpun, the day of your Vilication is neer over, the hour of his Judgment 
is come; Therefore fear God, and whilſt ye have yet a little time,mind 
the things that concern your Everlaſting Peace. Its the Word of the Lord 
unto you all : Ando whether you will hear or forbear I am clear 
your Blood, The waramgs of the Lord through me to you all are ended- 
FINTIS. 
E rrata,page 14. line 6, for fortune. read tarty 


